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THE HAWES HORROR. 


CHAPTER I. 

Away out in the Rocky nlountains Jim Rritlger, 

the famous sccut, once remarked that \\hen lie cnmc 

to that country, " Pike's Peak \\.a$ n hole in the 

ground!" It  may bc said \vith equal es;lctncss that 

in 1 8 7 1Birmingham was an "old field "--\vhich in 

the South means abandoned, worn out ground. 

Sea r  by, the old town of Elyton, with it< county 

importa~ce,  used to break the monotony of a jour-

ney from Huntsville to Tuscaloosa; and tral-elcrs 
-

were glad in olden days to rest in its hospitable offer- 

ings of provincial, and very primitive plenty. In 

nut~-b~/ltcmdays there were county families of cult- 

(3) 
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ure and n ~ a l t h  to give the locality something more 

than the importance of a stage station; but all this 

had vanished in the course of reconstructio~l and the 

ruin that inevitably followed that exotic system of 

Southern evolution toward the old flag and the pros- 

perity of the present. 

Some ancient red clay fields, long innocent of the 

ticliling of husbandry, formed the site of the present 

city of Birmingham, and the locality remained a 

virgin wiiderness to all intents and purposes until the 

town was laid out in 1871-72. In 1872 there were, 

perhaps, I ,  zoo souls in the settlement. "Rooms " 

in the Soutll were not plenty in those days, and in 

I 878 the population had not grown to exceed 2,500. 

In  1883 it was supposed to be 6,000, and in ISSS 

12,000. Now, toward the close of ISSS, it is qj,ooo, 

with io,ooo additional in the surrounding suburbs. 

The tnanufacturing interests of Rirmingham were 

nothing a fcw years ago. Now they inclucle capacity 

for the production of about 700,000 tons of pig iron 

per annum, and this necessitates th: production, 

transportation and use of nearly five tons of raw 

material 'or eac!l ton of pig iron made. This is on!y 

an illustration ! All sorts and conditions of indus-
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mining of coal, the production of colic, and hundreds 

of enterprises naturally resultant from these resources 

and facilities have united to render 13irmingham one 

of the most important mining and ma ~ufacturing 

cities in the country, and without exception the most 

important in the New South. 13irmingham is, in 

addition, the most consitlcrable long leaf, ye;low 

pine centre of the scction, cutting about Xoo,c100 feet 

of superior lumber ever!, day for Northern an d 1':;ist- 

ern markets ; while as a Soutliern railway ccn tse it is 

about pecrles:, control!ing as it does the bus iness of 

the Lonisvillc and Nashville, the Cincinnati, New 

Orleans and Tesas Pacific, the Georgia I'n ci fi c, 

GeorgYa Central, ICansas City, Ylemphis a nd Eir-

mingham, and other leading s).ste~ns of railw; 

All this rapid and remarkable clevelcpm~ 

led inevitably to the aggregation of a cornposit, lJLJpLi-

lation, gathered from the four corners of the globe, 

and seeking the ~vealth or employment promised by 

the rich and rising conditions of this indusirial 13 
Dorddo. 

I'eople who are familiar wit11 thc phenomena of 

growth in new American comtnunities do not need to 

be reminded that such conditions are surely coinci- 

dent with the existence of turbulent elements, and 
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mingham district. Distant northeast from the city 

about seven miles, it is connected with the same by a 
steam motor line, and has been for some time a popu- 

lar hot weather resort for the toilers of the district, 

as well as a favorite residence suburb for people of 

moderate means. Among other attractions offered 

by the place, an artificial pond of something like 

thirty acres in extent has been created by the pro- 

moters of the enterprise. I t  was in this placid little 

sheet of water, until then devoted to the innocent 

boating and toy-yachting amusements of joyous 

youths and children, that the unfortunate girl ap-

peared to have lost her life. 

On that fateful Tuesday morning two boys were 

rowing upon the lalie when near the eastern bank 

they kere attracted by something floating on the \Ira- 

ter. Rloving toward it they were horrified to find 

that it was a human body. Too frightened to do 

more, the lads made at once for shore and gave the 

alarm. A boat was manned by two residents of the 

locality who speedily secured the corpse and had it 

reverently laid out in the summer pavilion. A mes-

sage was promptly dispatched to Rirmingham for 

the coroner. Before that official could reach the 

spot a considerable concourse of people had assem-
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bled, the news having spread rapidly throughout the 

neighborhood. According to  the Age-Herald ac-

count, by the time that Coroner Babbitt arrived, num- 

bers of ladies had assembled around the lifeless body 

and tears fell thick and fast in sympathy for the little 

one's sad fate. "After the good ladies had wiped the 

water away from the cold little face and brushed the 

hair back from the child's forehead, it was seen that 

the little one was unusually pretty. She had large 

blue eyes, light, wavy brown hair, was dressed in a 

neat brown or blue worsted skirt, underneath 

which was a warm plaid underskirt. She wore but-

toned shoes and black corded stockings. She was 

three feet, eleven and one-half inches in height, and 

appeared to be about twelve years of age." 

An  investigation was begun immediately. Between 

three and four hundred people viewed the remains, 

among whom not a soul appeared to identify them. 

A white boy claimed to have seen the child throwing 

stones into the lake on the Sunday preceding, but in 

this he was evidently mistaken as later develop-

ments proved. I t  shortly became apparent that the 

dead girl was a stranger a t  East Lake. Careful ex-

amination failed to disclose any marks of murderous 

violence. The only thing connected with the appear- 
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after looking into the casket long and carefully, felt 

sure that they had seen the face somewhere; but 

where, when or under what circumstances they were 
quite at  a loss to conceive. Thus the sun went down 

upon the first day of the mystery, leaving it just as 

dark a mystery as it appeared at the moment when 

the small lifeless form had been lifted all cold and 

dripping from the silent depths of East Lake. 

Wednesday witnessed the lifting of the veil which 

up t o  this time had covered the secret of the dead, 

and before night the whole city knew that all the cir- 

cumstances, patiently being tracked and tried by the 

energetic coroner and trained officers acting under 

his orders, pointed remorselessly to the commission of 

a fiendish crime-perhaps a series of inhuman crimes 

beyond comparison and almost beyond belief. 

From an early hour in the morning a steady stream 

of people filed silently into and through the under- 

takers' place, gazing upon the body of the child as 

she lay neatly dressed, with folded hands, in her cof- 

fin. Curious people, school children, merchants, 

mechanics, miners, colored persons of all shades and 

occ~pations, by hundreds and hundreds, moved by 

in constant procession, drawn to the saddening spec- 

tacle as if by an irresistible magnet. The hours 
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wore on and still no one identified the remains, until 

early in the afternoon-about 2 o'clock-IV. 0. 
Franklin, a butcher, visited Messrs. Lockwood & 

Miller's and declared that he  recognized in the body 

a child he had known, and known well ; that it was 

undoubtedly little May Hawes, daughter of Richard 

R. Hawes, a locomotive engineer in the employ of 

the Georgia Pacific Railway Company. Mr. Franklin 

stated that he had last seen deceased on the Saturday 

preceding, when she had come to his shop for meat, 

and that then she had told him that her father in- 

tended to leave for Meridian, Miss., that night, to be 

followed by her mother and the three children, her- 

self included, within a few days. Mr. Franklin had 

learned that by Monday the family had left the house 

lately occupied by them, and supposed that they had 
really gone to Mississippi, as  the child had said, until 

he saw the body. 

If any doubt could have remained after the com- 

plete identification by Mr. Franklin, it would have 

been speedily dispelled by the corroborative testi- 

mony of a number of among whom were 

many negroes, who promptly recognized the dead 

child as having been seen by  them under a variety of 

circumstances around the neighborhood of the Base 







ness said that he did not know, but zmz'erstood i h t  

Mr. Hawes rwas to be marviPd this day ( Wednrsday, 
December 5,) i7z Cohzbus, Miss. 

Luther W. Randall recognized the corpse. The 

principal point of interest in the testimony of this wit- 

ness was his statement that Hawes had informed his 

(Randall's) brother-in-law, a man named Riley, that 

Mrs. Hawes had gone to Indiana ; that he had given 
her $500 and still had money in the bank; that he 

had sent two of his children to a convent and had one 

here with him. All this Hawes had stated to Riley 
on Thursday of the previous week. 

Fanny Bryant, destined very likely to cut a de-

cided figure in these pages, followed. .Her evidence 
succeeded that of the witness Randall, andis worth re- 

producing vc&tiln. A s  printed in the excellent re- 
port of the Age-H~nld,  it was as follows: 

I knew Mrs. H a l ~ e s ,  but r o t  her husband. She lired near 
the base hall ground. I lired near there and washed for aud 
waited on her. They passed for man and wife. She n-as pack- 
ing up things Friday and Saturday.. She said, "Fanny be 
sure to come hack and help me." I v e n t  Sunday at  9 a. m. 
and found the little girl and her  father in the house. The girl 
said her mother had gone off, but she did not k n o ~  where. 
"Phe got mad about papa carrying off \T'illie and said she na5 
going to Atlanta, and bring him back." Mamie came to my 
house Sunclay afternoon and I carried her hack. Mr. I I a \ ~ e s  
asked me- to return and help them pack the pictures, say-



ing that I':IIIIIIR, Itis wife, n-onld probably return. I went 
lmck at  7 a. 111. 3Ionday ant1 found them there. Jlc. sxid he 
\\.:IS going to t:tkc May to their boarding hoasr. IIc askccl 
JIay what s l ~ c  wnnltl do when 11c 1,ronght in his girl, nskctl i f  
S I IC  wo111t1 r:~ll llrr "~namn~n?" "Tcs, sir, I will call her 

SIIC repliwl. "I! will be some time lwfore yon w e  ~na~nln :~ , "  
her, Ilcr\rcvcr, 1)ecnnse I am going to put, you in school," sxitl 
11c.r f11t11c.r. 1Ie : ~ s k t ~ lme w l ~ a tI wonltl cllarge 11im to work 
for him :~nd  11is girl. I Ilclpetl him fix his roonl a t  031; 
Stywntl :1vcSnr~c, \vlrc.re Ilc said Itc was going to take llis girl. 
s:i\v >lay Inst >lontlay n ig l~ t  after (lark. IIcr f;rtl~cr came to 
111y hollsr :u~tl c-arrictl her off. I sewed 1)uttons on her s l ~ ~ w s  
:~ntl 1)lnitcvl 11c.r hair. 1Ic snid he was going to take 11t.r to 
JIontgonrcry at  3 a. In. Tutmlay morning ant1 put ltcr in a con- 
rent. [The witness dcs(.ribctl Jlay's tlrc~ss, \rtlicbIt t:d!ied wit11 
the tlress of t11c cl~iltl tlro\rnetl.] I h r e  not seen JIr. Itawes 
sincr. IIc said he woultl 1)c 1)ac.k on the 1311 with his 1)ritlc. 
I saw JIrs. l I :~\res  last Satartlay evening. JIrs. 1I:iwes tlrank 
wl~isky. Sh(: ~ v a s  fine looking and appcarctl to be al)out 
twenty-six yrnrs old. 31rs. Hawrs mitl she h d  lwcn nlnrrietl 
ten years to Jlr. II:~\res. I heard IIawes say on Jlontlar even- 
in:: that 11c supposed that his wife had heard he Itact gotten a 
tlirorce. I hare  lleartl Mrs. IInwes say that she might go to 
her aunt  in Sor t l~por t ,  S. T. JInnlie also said that her f:~tllcbr 
11:1(l o f i v c l  l ~ c r  n~otller a ticket to her aunt's home in S e w  
york i f  s l ~ cwould go, and said that she agreed to do so. I live 
in Arond:~lc near t l ~ e  rolling mill. I pay my rent to Jlr.  IGl- 
wnrds. I lire on Thirty-secontl street l)et\reen ~ I r e n l ~ e s  I.:ant1 
F. J n ~ n c s  Iirynnt was my Ilnsband and was run o rc r  hy ml 
Ala1)alna Great Southern train pel-en years ago. 

Farm- Bryant was the last witness examined 

Ii'ednesday night. \\'hat she seemed to the coroner 

to hold back, rather than what she had disclosed, in-

duced that functionary to hold her in SI ,W bail, in 

I 



default of which she was committed to the county 

jail. This action on the part of the coroner appeared 

unduly severe to several citizens present, but 

events of the succeeding hours changed any opinion 

of that kind. The inquest was adjourned at g o'clock. 

About the same time the Age-Herald received a 

special dispatch from Columbus, Miss., to the follow- 

ing effect : 

Columbus, Miss., Dcc. 5.-RZr R. R. Hawes, one of the most 
popular employes of t h e  Georgia Pacific Railway, and Miss 
N;lycs Story, daughter of Mr. J. 1).Story, of this place, were 
married this evening at  3 o'clock at  the residence of the bride's 
father, the Rev. J .  \V. Price officiating. They left a t  once for 
a visit to his relatives in  Augusta, Ga., and a bridal tour 
tl~rougli the East. There were no cards,and only a few friends 
were present. 

Remembering that the evidence up to  this point 

had left May Hawes in the company of her father 

after dark on Monday night, and starting toward the 

city with him; that her lifeless body had been found 

floating in the lake a t  East Lake next morning at I I 

o'clock-it will not tax the reader's ingenuity to find 

a reason why the authorities should be glad to locate 

Richard Hawes. They were at once apprised of the 

receipt of the telegram and, as may be imagined, 
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took immediate measures to secure their man. The 

train on which Hawes and his bride were reported, 

would be due at Hirmingllam at g:40 p. .m. Tliere 

was just about time to get tlie warrant and the ofK-

cials in shape to meet the- bridegroom-father of the 

murdered child; for nznrtfiwd everybody inside or 

outside of the coroner's court now believed May 

Haves  to have been.Haves  to have been. 

As  the train "slowed up " and cam? to a stop inAs  the train "slowed up " and cam? to a stop in 

the Union Passenger Station, Deputy Sheriff Truss,the Union Passenger Station, Deputy Sheriff Truss, 

accompanied by Officers Pinkerton and Carlisle,accompanied by Officers Pinkerton and Carlisle, 

boarded tlie cars, and made a hasty survey of the pas-boarded tlie cars, and made a hasty survey of the pas-

sengers. The first ladi<s' coach containcd the partysengers. The first ladi<s' coach containcd the party 

the officers desired to see. Halves was readily iden-the officers desired to see. Halves was readily iden-

tified sitting in a seat beside his wife of a few hours.tified sitting in a seat beside his wife of a few hours. 

Deputy Sheriff Truss approached H a w s  and, touch-Deputy Sheriff Truss approached H a w s  and, touch-

ing him on the shoulder, announced in a low voiceing him on the shoulder, announced in a low voice 

that he had a ~varrantcharging him with the murderthat he had a ~varrantcharging him with the murder 

of his child, and must take him into custody. Allof his child, and must take him into custody. All 

this was done so quietly that the young wife was leftthis was done so quietly that the young wife was left 

in temporary ignorance of the terrible pall that hadin temporary ignorance of the terrible pall that had 

so suddenly fallen upon her life and hopes.so suddenly fallen upon her life and hopes. 

Bystanders say that Hawes received the announce-Bystanders say that Hawes received the announce-

ment of his arrest as stolidly and coolly as if it hadment of his arrest as stolidly and coolly as if it had 

been information regarding the most commonplace 
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it and the evidence given by the Bryant woman as to 
his knowledge of little May's whereabouts on Mon- 

day night, must be regarded as of the utmost im-

portance to this narrative. I t  is given in full, as first 

published in the columns of the Birmingham Age-

/?~vnld of December 6, and is doubtless substantially 
correct : 

I snw May last, I think, on Saturday night, a t  the house on 
Thirty-second street, near the Ball Park. I brought my bog 
to the car that evening and sent him to Atlantaby my brother, 
who is taking care of him. I was away from the house about 
two hours. and when I returned I found the mother of Iny 
callildren and my two little girls gone. The wonian was onre 
Iny wife, hut I was divorced from her in  October last, and 
I~:l\-enot lived with her since. She has taken rare of our 
cllildren since, and I have provided her with money. I l w e  
been on the road most of the time ~ ince .  When I came to 
town I would stop a t  the hotels and sometimes went out to see 
the c-liildren. I would frequently see her and always spoke to 
her. She is the mother of the three children and I am their 
father. We have been married nine years. May is eight 
y n r s  old on the 31st of next month. I searched for the c l d -  

'(lrcn on Saturday night and Sunday, and concluded that she 
had left town with them. I left the city for Columbus yester- 
day morning a t  7 o'clork. I stopped a t  the Florence Hotel 
Monday night. I think I returned about 12. I sat around t h e ,  
ofhe and talked with a friend of mine named \iriley for a 
couple of hours before I retired. I spent the first part of the 
night with my brother at  the depot. H e  left for Atlanta 
during the night. 

[When asked if he  knew a woman named Bryant he replied 
in the negative. When the woman's first name, Fanny, was 



THE HAWES HORROR. 2 5  

mentioned, he mid he did know a woman named Fanny-that 
she washed for his family. The last time he saw her, he said, 
was Saturday morning; he denied having seen her Monday 
night.] 
'I have been connected with the Georgia Pacific Railroad for 

four years, he mid. I moved my affairs into Mrs. Fuller's 
hoarding house last Saturday. Yes, I told my 1)rother that I 
had o i r m  mv divorrpd wife 3.500 to PO to her aunt in Paris, es.-*- -,-- -. --.- --- - - " 
Illinois. 

I married my first wife in Atlanta nine years ago,on the 8th 
day of Jnly. I took out a license. Wr ran away and were 
married. She was about eighteen years old. I was n~arried to  
her twice-the first time at Payne's Chapel by a Methodist 
minister, and the second time by a priest in the Catholic 
Church in Atlanta, she being a Catholic. 

I got a divorce from my wife in Atlantalast October. I don't 
remember in what court. 31y plea was infidelity on her part 
I filed the suit two years ago, but according to the Georgia 
law a couple must wait two years before the decree can be 
granted. The decree of the divorce court gare me the custody 
of the children. I was going to take the girls off to school in 
3lobile on Sunday last. I had madeall arrangements through 
Father O'Reilly, of this place, and was to leave them there 
until they were grown, paying only twenty-live dollars per 
month for the two. 

Yes ; the mother of the children drank to excess. That was 
one reason I left her. She used to fiend May all over town 
after liquor. My divorced wife knew that I was going to 
marry and knew the date. She had known it  for months. 

I came to this city from .\tlanta abont a year since. I 
brought my wife and children with me. My suit for divorce 
had been filed, but we decided to live together until the decree 
had been i~sued.  I paid her rent and other expenses. I love 
all of my children, and I gare up  the search on Sunday because 
I had to leave to fill my engagement in JIississippi. KO,I did 
nct have anybody to look for them. I have not bees a t  East 
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might be traveling with children such as the remain- 

ing Hawes children were known to be. During 

Wednesday, from morning to night, the coroner and 

the police kept the wires busy from one end of the 

country to the other, communicating with the chief 

detective services of the great cities, and earnestly 

seeking for some clue of the missing mother and 

child. Meridian, to which point the murdered child, 

May, told Franklin, the butcher, that the whole 
family was to move, was telegraphed, with the result 

that no such people had arrived. Paris and Peoria, 

Ill., whither it had been alleged that Dick Hawes sent 

his wife and one or two children, were wired and 

thoroughly investigated by the local police. Indian-

apolis, Northport, N. Y., New York City and Atlanta, 

to all of which places witnesses had testified that Hawes 

had declared he had sent his family, were put under 

the light; but nothing from any cparter came to 

justify the theory that the unhappy first wife had de- 

parted either with or without the money Hawes 
said he had given her on going away, about the time 

of the last day upon which she or little Irene were 

seen alive in Birmingham. 

UP to Thursday morning, when the interviews with 

Ik~weswere given to the public, there was a general 
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1877. ~ l t h o u g h  illiterate, Dick H a w s  was regarded 

as an active youth, and was promoted from the 

position he first occupied to that of fireman. By 
all accounts he had been working in this capacity a 

couple of years when, in Atlanta, he met a pretty 

girl-said to have been one of the prettiest girls in 
the city-named Emma Pettis. There are not want- 

ing those who say that the young girl's beauty was 
her bane. She had many admirers in her own sphere 

of life, and her remarkable charms of face and form 

are still well remembered in the Georgian metropolis. 

Although the position of her family was not exalted 

there was not a little opposition when Dick Hawes 

appeared in the role of a lover. Emma ran away 
with him finally, as the story goes. and they were 

married, and for a matter of two years or more 

everything appeared to go well with the young peo- 

ple. Dick became an engineer and was given suc- 

cessive employment on the Selma, Rome & Dalton, 

East Tennessee and Virginia, Atlanta and West Point, 

Georgia Central and Georgia Pacific Railways. A 
Year after his marriage to pretty Emma Pettis, little 

May, the child who is supposed to have been 

m~rderedon Monday night, was born. Other chil- 
dren followed. Something like two years ago Dick 
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Hanres felt that he had cause for jealousy against one 

Jfilte Gain, and one night, instead of going out on his 

regular run, it is related that he returned suddenly to 

his domicile where he discovered a condition of affairs 

that justified him in his on7n 0pilli0n in administering 

a summary castigation to the same Mike Cain there 

and then, the instrument of correction and vengeance 

being an iron poker which happened conveniently in 

sight. 

After such an episode it is hardly strange that the 

husband should have commenced proceedings for 

divorce. There is evidence, however, that these 

proceedings mere withdrawn after a time ; that the 

" co-respondent " left Atlanta, and that Halves and 

his wife decided to live together again. Being at the 
time a locomotive engineer on the IVest Point Road, 

he moved his family to RIontgomery, Alaba~na, 

~vhere, it is said, the family relations were anything 

rather than harmonious or decorous. I11 Mont-

gomery the life of the couple nras such that it ap- 

peared proper to Hawes, after six months of expe- 

rience, to seek a new location, and accordingly he 

brought his wife, Ma)., Irene and \\'illie to this city. 

Tllursday morning's paper notified the community 

that at an early hour the prisoner ~yould be talcen 

C 
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11i m if his two children-memin May and Irenc- 

were not in a convent. Hawes answered that they 

were 

112rs. M.E. Black deposed that she had seen May 

Hawes alive on Rlondap. 

RI 1-5. G. P. Fuller, boarding-house keeper, at 23 I 3 

Second avenue, testified that H a w s  came to her on 

Saturday, and asked for board for liimsclf, wife and a 

chilcI five years old. H e  said he had been a widower 

for t wo years, but would be married on Ivednesday. 

Roa~-d was engaged. The same day a man called 

and asked if RIr. and Mrs. Hawes boarded at the 
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house. nlrs. Fuller replied that Mr. Hawes was a 

lridon.er. H a r e s  came back on Ifonday at about 5 

o'clock p. m., and said to Mrs. Fuller that she would 

not see him again until he sllould advise her as to 

the day of his return with his bride. Nonday morn 

ing the woman, Fanny Bryant, came to settle the 

room that Halves had engaged. Mrs. Fullcr asked 

11cr if Halves was a married man. Fanny replied . 

that he had been divorced for two years ; that he had 

one child in a convent in Atlanta ; that the mother 

had the other child, a girl about eight years old ; that 

she (Fanny) hadebeen looking for the latter and mas 

anxious to find her ; that Mrs. Han-es was, she under- 

stood, in New York. 

Beverley Johnson knew the deceased. Hc  tcstificd 

to the domestic troubics of the IjaW\.e~ family. Had 

heard H a w s  say to his wife that he would stamp 

11-1 out of her. 

A. B. Jacli~011 testified that he had seen deccased 

at the house of 1-Ian.e~ in company with a bright 

mulatto woman on J'Ionday betnrccn I 2 2nd 2 o'clock. 

The mulatto had said that Mrs. Halves, with the 

other children, had gone to Atlanta Saturday or 

Sunday. That they had given her the plunder and 
left this child with her. i 
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H c i ~Fanny I3r)-ant, that tcrribiy suggestive char-
acter in this talc of horror, was recalled. Her  tcsti-

mony is hcre 1-cproduced from thc stcnogmpbic report 

of thc inquest. Thc witncss said : 
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il slle wantecl to go to my house. Fhe said she did. He told 
her to go t l o \ v ~ ~  there wit11 mt. and stay until he came after her. 
IIe told her ]rot to play nit11 nogrocs. FIc did not like ne- 
grors. Did not want them to come to his house. [Witness 

She said she recognized \r as here I~nntlcd the pnssemri~t~r i~ .  
it :is I~ers, and said the ofliccr 11ad gotten it from her box.] 
The 1)eatls cnnlc from one of JIiss linlma Hawes' dresses. 
hliss Emma's hair, I think, is darker tllan this. I got this out 
of a vase ~ h e uI pas  p:lcking up the things, on 3Tondny. I 
saw Jlrs. 1 3 : ~ ~ ~ sju'it before dark Saturday evening for the 

tilne. She was at  her house. 1 delivered her clothes. 
She toltl Inc to come up the next day and help llrr move the 
pirtnres. She said nothing about leaving town. I went up  
about 9 a ~ n .Sunday. 311.. l latrrs and JIny were there. I 
~ t w tinto the house. I lnet May at  the door and she took the 
pillow-slip I had waslletl. F l~e  s:~id : "1Inrnma is not here, 
Fanny. Nobody is h e ~ e  but papa and I." She asked her 
f:ithcr if I could come in. He asltetl who I was. $lay said it 
mas F~ulny. He saitl come in, ant1 I did so. There 11-as no 
fire. She said her nmtlwr wcnt :i\\ay that nlorning. I asked 
I I n w s  a hiit it nlt:~n-\vllere n as his n ife. IIe said she had 
gottc.11 mad and he supposed she hat1 gone to Atlanta. She 
.\\as w ~ e t l  Irecanse he sent Will off, 11c saitl. IIe said Ile hat1 
sent IVill to Altlantn by Jim, l~isbrothcr. He said he had not 
been Ion!: a t  I~omc. He saitl his wife said she mas goingto 
1)ring \Vill back from Altlanta. JIay s:~ict llcr motllcr cartjet1 
solw c>lotl~(~s and her book \\ it11 Iler ; that her pnpa told her 
m m n l a  11c noukl give hcr a tic1;ct if s l ~ e  nantcrl to go to her 
aunt's. hllc said s l ~ e  nonld go. I gave tlleln t l~e i r  breal;f:lst 
2nd left at 10 o'clock. Thcte nerc t\\o ~l~attresses on tile 
foor. Tl1c.y loolwl as tl1ong11 tlrey 11:ltl hot11 been occupied 
>lay said sllr Irntl 4ept I\ ltll I ~ e r  f.:tllrr ; t l ~ a t  her nlotller had 
tcll;en Ircne, hcr skter, wit11 Irer. J I : I ~  :111t1 her father said 
that JIrs. Hnwcs had gone off tllat morning. JIr. H:l\ves 
c m e  to Iny house after tl:lrk JIontlaY. 31:1y I ~ a d  playccl in the 
yard all dxy with a little white boy wllo livecl across the 
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street. Ifrq. FIawes preserved hair of her own, of her s i s t e~  
m ~ dof her chil(1ren. I straightened out JIrs. Hawes' room at 
3Irs. Fuller's on Tnestlay. I did not tell Mrs. Fuller that 
ITawes left l\l+ with me when he went off. I said he had 
lcft her with me during the time he was in town on Monday. 
Pnrah T,ett, who lives lnrk of the Worthington place, mas a t  
my h o ~ w  when IIax-es came for May on JIonday night. My 
nephew, Albert Patterson, was there also. Albert works at  
the Georgia Pacific HIIOPS. Albert, I think, saw the father and 
danqlltcr go out. Parah Lett, I know, saw them go out 
tngether. 

After such testimony, and the awful inferences 

that might be drawn from it, the remaining evidence 

of thc morning seemed tame. Already the coroner, 

who had been on the qzri z h e  night and day from the 

finding of IIay Hawes' body, began to show signs of 

fatigue. Col. James Hawkins, county solicitor, who 

had not allowed a word of testimony nor a suggestion 

of a clue either as to May, the mother or Irene to es- 

cape him, was looking weary and hollow-eyed. 

The mayor, Asbury Thom~son ,  Esq., who had 

only been sworn in and assumed office Wednesday 

night, had becn on duty continuously from the mo- 

ment of his assumption of power ; but all these offi- 

cers were as determined and tireless as when the inves- 

t ipt ion started. Fanny Bryant's latest testimony 
was more than calculated to excite the crowd which 
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had bee11 steadily increasing about the place. It  

should be here stated that the establishment of Lock- 

mood & JTiller almost adjoins the Florence Hotel, 

one of the leading public houses of Birmingham, and 

not unknown to national fame as the scene of Sena- 
tor Sherman's race-issue episode. Around the hotel, 

always a point of concourse, the excitement spread, 

until by the time the crowd, oininously gathering in 

the street, had received a fair conception of the char- 

acter and tendencies of Fanny Bryant's newest state- 

ment there was an apparent ferment that boded ill to 

the prisoners. 

This feeling, although not much increased by the 

evidence offered by the witnesses of the day, subse- 

quently examined, yet was not in any sense allayed. 

Maria Jones had seen May Hawes at her (Maria's) 

house, which was next door to Fanny Bryant's, on 

Monday at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. Maria mas 
nailing some planks on her shed and little May as-

sisted her. The piece of cloth and passrmmft~'i& 
found in the Bryant cabin, was shown the witness. 

She said she had seen it on Mrs. Hawes on Saturday. 
In the Hawes cottage on Monday morning Maria 

had picked up a lock of hair and laid it on the man- 

telpiece. May had said it was her mamma's. I t  mas 
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same color as that tangled in the fnsscn2clltevir. 

( t  bin..nr.oumi the joov ia bz~nchcs." On Sat- 

urday JIrs. Hawes ]lad told witness that she was go- 

ing away sorncndlere, but mhcre she did not know. 
Ijcrc it will be recalled that little May told tlie 

butclicr, Franlilin, that her father was going to Merid- 

ian, whither hcr mother and the children were to 
follow him. Is it not possible that this mas the gen- 

cral understanding in the family those few hours be- 

fore the tmgedy ? 

There had becn tell-tale evidence, mute but bloody, 

unearthed by the officers, and some of its material 

results had been exhibited to the witness, Fanny Bry- 

ant. Early in the day Deputy Sheriff Truss and a 

1Ir. Iiobbius had made a careful search of the Bryallt 
cabin on Thirty-second street between Avenues 

I< and F. In a box they had discovered a piece of 

jnssn~2r~u?1'icwith hair entangled. The  carpet and 
bedding n-erc strewn with pieces of hair of the samc 

color and appearance. 

J.  Bronger, who accompanied the dcputy sheriff, 

found a piece of oilcloth with blood on tlie cornel-s. 

On tlie same afternoon (Thursday) Fanny Bryant 

told witness that tlie oilcloth came from Mrs. Hawes' 

house. It  was found under thc Bryant cabin. Fanny 
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stated that Mrs. Hawes asserted that her husband had 

her on the head with a club. This assertion 

was made by Mrs. Hawes on the Friday before the 

murder. 

I t  is unnecessary to revert to Hawes' decided and 

repeated assertions that he had not seen his daughter 

i May since Saturday, and that he was ignorant of her 

whereabouts on Monday. 

R. M. Brown, a conductor on the Highland Avenue 

and lielt Railroad, testified that he recognized the 

body of May Hawes as that of a child he had seen 

j playing in the vicinity of the Base Ball Park, and 

1 afterward in company with Hawes coming into town 

on a dummy train. Mr. Brown was unable to state 

positively whether this occurred on Saturday, Sun- 

day or Monday night. W. E. Augur, an engineer 

in the employ of the Highland Avenue and Belt 

Railroad, had seen Hawes a t  Lakeview Saturday 

night. There was a little boy with liim. 

E l k  Gordon stated that Fanny Bryant had brought 

little JIay to Eliza's room on Monday at about 10 

o'clock a. m., saying that Hawes had told her to 

keep the child until he should get back from town. 

On filonday night Hawes came and got the child 
34ay. Eliza saw him from her door. As he left 6 '  



he told the child to fell Fir7172y 'good bye,' &?d 7t f f?z f  

.;i,if/Ll?fnj ,  toZcm.ct the dwrzuy Zjlze." " 1 live in the 

same house, in a room adjoining Fanny's," said the 

n.itness. Halves had on a long black overcoat and 

black pants. 1 know it was him ; he has a mustache 

and no beard." 
On being recalled Eliza Gordon stated that she saw 

the Lett woman and Albert Patterson at Fanny's on 

3'Ionday night; that they remained in the room after 
Hawes had taken the child May away. Fanny then 

told her that Hawes was going to take May to Muzt-

, r r o m y  to school. Hmofs took May away at 8 o'c/ock 

,llontr'q~n~ht.Albert and the Lett woman remained 

at Fanny Bryant's for an hour after. Fanny was at 

home at 10o'clock. She said to witness that Hawes 

remarked on Sunday morning that J h .  finztf~s r c m  
cpm* a d  .;i~ou/rZ 71ot bother him mzy UIOW. 

I'arelee Gardner, who lived two doors from Fanny 

Rryant, testified that she had called on Mrs. H a w s  

Saturday about some money that was due her. Mrs. 
Halves had not the money but offered a table in pay- 

ment. On ;\Ionday morning, a t  g o'clock, Parelee 

Gardner returned to the Hawes cottage and knocked 

three times before the door was opened. Dick 

Halves came to the door. He  then went 
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Before the adjournment of the inquest Dr. Duncan, 

being testified that last October he had em- 

ployed I;ann!, Bryant to nurse RIrs. Hawes, ~ h o  was 

ill. Said the Doctor : "The greatest affection 1 ever 

lla\re knon-n existed between May Hawes and her 

tnothcr. One of the negro girls told me that May 

had come to their house a few nights before and said 
her mother nas  dead. They found, though, that she 

was onl!. sick. The mother told me that the girl sat 

u p  day and night to tend her sicliness. She said if it 

had not been for Rlay she would have died. I 
thought so, too. The affection existing between the 

t\vo was n-onderful. " 

Although much of the foregoing did not come to 

the ear of the public until Friday morning, rumor had 

disseminated the substance throughout the com-

munity beforc nightfall, and as was natural that sub- 

stance \\.as so intermingled with sensational c.nlml&, 

rcports, personal theories and suspicions, that many 

citizens who had n itnessed the origin and grolvth of 

civic disturbances in lnetropolitan cities were quite 

unable to agree n ith the local authorities in their con- 

f i n d e m  that no violence, no interference nith the 

quiet course of law and order was to be apprehended 

no matter 11hat farther might transpire. There are 
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the shape of keen scented detectives, pro-

fessional and amateur, who are tracing clue 

after clue patient, pitiless and with the absorp-

tion and terrible determination of sleuth-hounds bent 

upon tracking Murder to its bloody lair. Not much 

has been yet achieved by these vinEftes of justice, but 

indications have been reported and all theories now 

point to a triple instead of a single murder. The de- 

tective arm is at length satisiied that Mrs. Hawesand 

Irene have been done to death as well as little hlay, 

else news of them would have been secured, so 
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only local company not represented a t  this conference 
was the Birmingham Artillery, commanded by Cap-

tain blaurice B. Throckmorton (since dead of a wound 

received in the outbreak of the Saturday following), 

nrho \ras unable to be present as were also his lieu- 

tenants. Captain Throckmorton, however, had al- 

ready notified his officers to have his guns in readi- 

ness in case of emergency. These preparations be- 

ing notified to the Governor, his Excellency ordered 

Colonel Thos. G. Jones, commanding the Second 

Regiment, A. S. T.,  to investigate the situation and 

to use his discretion as to further movements. In  

pursuance of the officers' agreem-nt members of the 

Volunteers, the Rifles and the Guards assembled 

partially at their armories and were available during 

the early part of the night. A military call on the 

fire alarm bell was agreed upon with the police 

authorities, to be sounded in case of danger to the 

Peace of the city. A t  about 10o'clock Colonel Jones 

arrived from Montgomery and at once interviewed 

Sheriff smith and Mayor Thompson, both of which offi- 

cers assured him so confidently of the absence of any 

S'roulld for uneasiness that he straightway dismissed 

the troops subject to his future orders or the call of 
the sheriff. 

P 
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Evell at this early stage of the lnovement the 

rnutterings among the people congregated about tlie 

streets \yere justly to be regarded as ominous. It 

lvas declared by scores of excited persons that 

i if the murdered bodies of Mrs. Hawes and tlie re- 

maining girl should be recovered nothing could save 
i Dick Halves and the Hryant woma:i from the sum- 

mary proceedings peculiar to the tribunal of Judge 

Lynch. But alt1:ougli thousands, seemingly, hung 

about town, around the hotels and telegraph oftice I 

i 
f until a late hour the anticipated sensations failed to ' 

materialize and at last, but not until considerably past 
i 

'I- midnight, the agitated denizcns of Birmingham went 
t 

to their homes and lert the streets for once in a con-
/' 

dition of so1itl.de that they were destined not to 

present again for several days. 

\\'lien Friday davned it seemed as i f  tlie citizens 

of Birmingham lind vied wit11 each ot11er ns to who 

could swallow the earliest cup of coffee and get to 

the general centre of attraction quickest. 'The light 

of this day could not have broken wit11 any ray of 

cheer LIP011 tile accused in his cell. His persistent 

i 
assertion before and after his arrest tllat lIe llad been 

divorced frolri his wife Emma had been finally dis- 

pr0l7en by positiire information received from autlior- 
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tl?at Irncnr R. R. H a w s ,  the father of the dead 

girl; that silc had bcen married to hiin a t  Columbus, 
71'..'i ' iss~ssippi,on Wednesday, December 5.  When 

I3awes was arrested they were on their n-ay to nu-

i p s t n ,  Gcorgia. 

I t  would nppcx  that Haxcs llacl bcen complctcly

\ reclilcss in the various staicmcnts he is allcgcd to 
'f liavc ~riade to ciiffcrcnt peoylc in regard to his family 

a ~ i d  domcstic relations. No two appear to have been 

x1il;e. A s  sworn to bj. his second n.ifc, tlic story \\.it11 
\ 
? \\.liich hc satisfied 1:cr scruples n-as not at all like the 

others he is crcditcd with. RIrs. Hnwes deposed 

$?- that he told hcr he had bcen :narricd, but had been 
i 

i divorcccl for about two ).ears, and that he had one 

chi!d, R boy, in Rinninghain ; tiint his divorced wik 

was in Lockport, New Yorli, n.itli an aunt ; lie said 

:lothing about having children ot!ler than the boy re. 

ferred to. Thcsc statc~ncnts, l l rs .  I-Ian-cs said, wcrc 
b n:ncle to her bj. Ha~vcs about four tnontlls ago. 

. 1Yi:en Ha~vcs was arrested on the train IYednestlay 

11igi:t hc occupied the same seat wit11 his bride. Slle 

did not then know what the trouble n.as about. A 
geutlcmail came in and called l~ im  ancl lie left, as!;ing 

JIr. G a d o n  to see her to a llotcl. H e  did not 

~llelltion the fact that the gcntlenlan n.ho called him 
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out n.as an officer. Mrs. Hnwes had not hclcl any 

with thc prisoner since his arrest. 

On the evenillg previous (Thursday) she had re-

ceived a note froni him, to which she had not replied 

in any way. Thc note in question read as follows : 
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turned to her father's home, where it is to be hoped 

she will rece i~~e  such consolation, love and care as her 

blighting sorrows demand. 

Albert Patterscn, who, with Fanny Bryant and 

Sarah Lett, have been seen in close association with 

the earlicr circumstances developed in the testimony, 
was the next n-itiless examined. H e  aclino~ledged 

his acquaintance ~~:itli Fanny Bryant ; she was a wife 

of an uncle, w!lo n7as killed on the Alabama Grcat 

Southcrii Railway. H e  had seen her Rloirday night 

at her quarters ncar the Rase Ball Park ; saw her at 

same place Saturday about 4 o'clock, when there was 

no one elsc prescnt ; oil Monday Sarah Lctt  was 

prcsent ; \vent thcrc abo:~t 530 and :;tayed all night. 

IITitncss kiicw Ric!iard IIa~ves, nllo was not at Fan- 

ny's ~vhen hc ~ e n t  tlicre ;lo::day night ; .there was a 

chi!d thcre wl:ci~ he ~i-allied in. i:ann); showed him 
thc " plunder " whicl? she snic! I-Ia~vcs llad given hcr. 

It consisted of some pictuscs and a carpct. IVitness 
saw Fanii)- again \Yctinesda\- ~:iglit n.11~11 Officer Car- 

lisle came to arrest her. 011 ?,Ion&); night Albert 
had a "pain in his breast " aild Fznn!. a ~ l i ~ dh i ~ n  to 

sin). all night, that s!ie could fix a pl;l,cc for him. 

This was the night of May's supposed IXUI-der.) 

There was but one bed in the place. IYitness rlc- 
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that F a m y  let Sarah Lett and himself out 

about ro o'clock. Sarah stayed about an hour and a 

half; snic! she was going home ; she lives near there. 

The remainder of Albert Patterson's testimony should 

be followed closely. I t  is taken from the published 

stenographic court report : 
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is. I haye not been in there this year. I was not in there at 
g olclo& Monday night. I don't know the prescription clerk 
there. I did not state to any man there, last Monday night 
about 9 o'clock, that I had been waiting for an hour and a half 
for a man to come in on the East Lake dummy. Mr. Wolf 
knows that I worked all day Jlonday and Tuesday of this 
week. TVednesday night was the first time that I heard of 
May being dead. Fanny told me when I went in that they 
h ~ dfound one of Mr. Hawes' children a t  East Lake drowned. 
I sat and studied how i t  got in  the lake. I didn't know 
where any of them were. I never saw Mrs. Hames in my life. 
I knew all the children. On Saturday evening I saw Mamie 
and Willie about 4 o'clock. They were on the other side of 
the Georgia Pacific tracks. They were in n grove after llaws at 
avenue A and B and Twenty-fourth and Twentyfifth streets. 
When I got to Fanny's house I found Irene there with a little 
bucket of water. I am not mistakrn about it  being Saturday 
evenin?. I toltl Irene that I had seen Willie and JIamie n p  
tom-n. She said, "Yes, lnnluma Ilad sent them. " I got to 
Fanny's house ebout 4 o'clock. I staid about an I ~ o w .  I aidn't 
work Saturday. I t  n7as about twenty minutes niter the wllis- 
tlc blew on Jiontlay before I left the round-house. I t  is be- 
tween one and two squares to Jones'. Pleas Thomas went vith 
me there. H e  worls a t  the round-house. Supper was ready 
and we sat down and eat. There were three of us. Mrs. 
Jones was home. Sewt  wasn't. I t  took 11s about ten or fifteen 
nlinutes to eat. Reed's was tn  ice :ts far as Fanny Bryant's. I 
left some overalls to Fanny's the night Carlisle came there, to 
get her to m s h  them. I took the overalls, an i~ndershirt,a 
top shirt and a pair of shoes. I am sure there are no blood 
s p ~ t son my overalls ant1 I am sure thcrc are no others at 
Fanny's. I h a w  known Fmmy Bryant since lye werc c l d -  
d ~ n .1 lived with her ncnr four years, eyer since I hart 
been in B i r m i n g h n  ;1qnit boarding with her al>ont the 13th 
of last month. I had been there three months. I never vent 
to ITemphis her. Jybe11 I boarded 11 ith ller she ]lac1 only 
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onc room. I didn't lwlp Haws to move. I saw Elijah Gor-
tlon and Evans at Fanny's AIonday night. 

Albert was too well informed, in the opinion of 

the coroner, not to be available when wanted again, 

so he was committed to the county jail in default of 

$1,000 bail. And now, with the force of a steam 

hammer stroke, came the first of a series of sensa-

tions which culminated in the lamentable events of 

the day after. 

John Olsen, a painter in the Georgia Pacific shops, 

morc that he had Itnown Richard R. Hanrcs for a 

ycar and a half, but had never seen any of his family. 

Olscn was in I3irminghain Monday night, coming in 

from his home at Avondale (a suburb inimccliately 

adjoining the city on the northcast) on the East Lake 

dummy train at half-past G o'clock. H e  returned 

by the same line at about half-past 7. Richard R. 
Haws,  the prisoner, got on the car at Twenty-fourth 
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was of the same style and shape, and had a ribbon on 

it. Han,es and the child did not get off at Avon- 
dale ; most of the passengers did. Olsen judged the 

to be seven or eight years old. Hawes got on 

the front end of the rear car ;  witness stood on the 
rear $latform. Xawes was dressed in a suit of dark 

clothes, and had an umbrella and a soft hat ; did not 

speak to Hawes, and had not seen him since. 

Olsen's evidcnce was apparently clinched by that 

of the ncxt witness, G. nT.Warren, prescription 

clerk for Messrs. Nabers & Morrow, apothecaries. 

Mr. Warren was on duty at his prescription desk 

from 6 3 0  to 10 o'clock l b n d a y  night. Had seen 

Ilau cs at N h c l  s & ITorrqn 'ion ;lToi:clny night at 

l ~ dabout 9 O ' C ~ O C ~ ;bee11 to the j a~ l  to see the 

prisoner, n110 recognized him, a n d  ac~mittcd that he 

(Hav e\) had been to Xabers & \:;\Iorso\;'s at g o'clocli 

Monday night to inquire for solnc jcncli y,  A jeweler 

occupies part of the shop. ll'itnc4s llnd told him 
the jeweler had closed, but that llc could get his 

goods by calling in the moriling. ;\Tonday night 
during this conversation, Han.cs relnnr]icd to Jis. 

\Van-cn that it v as very cold ; f/tpf hi'/IoL2) ( i r r : ~:iyut-

zJl,rrfnJ. fhc h s t  Lnkr d7c11uigl nhp7,f nl/ /Iprt l- nlld half. 
Indications are misleading if lt llad not becll bitterll-, 



THE HAWES HORROR. 

cruelly cold for: that poor little one, within a very 

short time ; yielding up her unhappy child life i11 the 

chilling, dark waters a t  the other end of that du mmy 
line. The witness had inferred from what H[awes 

tr'niu,said that the latter had just w7m itz on n d ~ r n m ~  

and ha!brrn waitiug a t  East La&. 

James H.  Hawes, brother of the prisoner, mas ; next 

examined. The miterial part of his evidence: was 

that, being, like his relative, a Gcorgia Pacifi 

gineer, he ran a train to  Birmingham, and st 

out again Friday mcrning, but having a collisi on in 

the switch yard, was -compelled to lie over until 

Saturday night at I I :I 5 o'clock. IITitness firs t saw 

his brother Richa-d .at-tl?c car shed l>etn.cen S :llld g 

o'clock 1;riday morning. Thc  latter then brc 1ug11t 

his little boy, \\'illie, for the witncss to carry OTx r  to . 
Atlanta. H e  got on the train, but the collision 

occurring he got off again and took the child 2 

Saturday night, about I r ~ ' ~ l o ~ l i ,Dick Elawes brc 

the boy to thc car shed, cocsigning him to his 

brother to take home. Jarncs Han-cs lcft wit 11 thc 

child at I I : I ; ,  reaching Atlanta at 6 4 0  SL1nc1ay 

molning; took 11'il!ie lloinc, nherc lie nonr is. 

There had bccn no arrangement to put \Villi 

Con] w t .  Dick Hawes had told his brother tl 
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marlred to n frien(1, Bob Pegg, that I belicrctl that I wonld go 
out to East Lake for a ride. I then bo;~rtle(l thc  durnlny. 

Tllerc were only ti1rc.e of ns 011 tlie tlurl~my ; the conductor, 
llr. Haw(-s ant1 myseif. 

J .  T. Glover, clerk in the law firm of Rlessrs. 

Hcwitt, Wallxr & Porter, testified that three mouths 

before Hawes had applied at their office to see if tl e 
firm could get him a speedy divorce. He  said that 

he had formerly applied to Hoke & Smith, of At-

lanta, for tlie same service and had paid them $25 011 

account. 

Sarah Lett was esamined. She knew Fanny 

Bryant ; lived about two blocks fsom her. Witness 

\vent to Fanny's house on Monday night between 7 
and S o'clock; remained there about two hours. 

Fanny Bryant and May Halves were there when she 

reached the place. (Referring to the corpse) :. "This 

child is the one.". Dick Hawes came in about half 

an hour after witness and remained about five min- 

utes. Continuing, Sarah Lett said that when Han7es 

entered he remarked, adclressing little Nay : 
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Rachcl IVhitfield had I i ~ o w n  the Halves family. 

She testified that she had heard Hawes curse and 

abase his wife ; had see11 him strike her wit!l a shoe, 

and on one occasion when Mrs. Hawes asked hiin 

for moncjT to pay house rent he knocked her don.11 

and kic1;cd her. l l rs .  I-Inwe.; had accused him of 

throwing his money an-ay and said that was the yea- 

son ~ 1 1 yhis chilclrc~l n.cre neglected, ragged and 

""lied. H e  said lic n-ould bring hcr some nlolley 

'lest day to pay the rent but " tIamn the childl-en ! " 

\ h n  Hawes Ivas I<ic!<illg his wife on the floor, the 
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EXCITEI~ENT O FIKCREAGIXG-RUJIORSNEW AND HORRIBLE 
EVIDESCES IX T ~ EDI~CO~ERIES-TEI,L-T.~LE OF BUTCIIERY 

COTTAGE-PLANSOF TITE HATESAND BRYANTHOUSES-
HAIVESSEEN GOING TO EAST LAKE TVITR MAY-A RED 
HOT TRAIL-TIIE NURDEREDWIFE FOVSD AT THE BOT-
TOM OF TTIE LAKEAT LAKETIEW. 

If public excitement and agitation had been wide- 

spread on Thursday, it was a hundred times more so 

on Friday. The sessions of the coroner's jury were 

public to the extent that those who could squeeze in 

the narrow quarters back of the undertakers' shop 

did so ; and from these a reasonably fair understand- 

ing of the testim.ony going on was transmitted to the 

crowd on the outside. T o  persons who are not 

familiar with the conditions and phenomena of this 

wmder city of a new dispensation in the Southern 

States, the character and idiosyncracies of a great 

concourse of people in Birmingham, can be hardly 

appreciable. Perhaps, if one familiar with the phases 

of life in New York, New Orleans, San Antonio, 

Charleston, Boston, Denver, Leadvillc, Helena, 

Jlemphis, San Francisco, Sitka, Honolula, Shanghai, 

E 
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Rio Janerio, Berlin, Coblentz, St. Petersburg, Con- 

stantinople and Venice, were able to combine the 

best, and some of the other elements into a formula 

representing the population and struggle for life in a 

thoroughly cosmopolitan community, composed of 

capitalists, merchants, bankers, operators, miners, 

brokers, adventurers, laborers, sporting men, gentle- 

men of uncertain antecedents and shady occupation ; 

and present the problem all worked out to the reader, 

it might be easy for the latter to really feel in touch 

with the community here, all mixed up and com-

bined on the public squares under the unusual bond of 

union of exasperation over a horrible and ghastly 

crime of a nature heretofore generally believed to be 

below the vicious and bloodthirsty possibilities of the 

most cold-blooded and pitiless brutes. 

The manifestations of public im'patience and vin- 

dictiveness against the accused, and what appeared 
to be his negro accomplices, had been bad enough. 

As  the hours of Friday ticked their brief lives away, 

this feeling, although perhaps not so manifest in 

words and public utterance, had grown stronger and 

deeper, and the vengeful feeling of the masses was 

more dangerously apparent than it had been ever 
~ P C ~ + P T k n  ~ 4 - . - 0 ~ 4 ,,C D:..,:--L-, ..-, ,l...-.,c T ~ I I I  1 
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of people ; on this Friday afternoon one had to elbow 
his 11-ay through the principal thoroughfares. The 

county solicitor, the Hon. James Hawkins, a man 

has seen as much that requires personal courage 

in the beholder and actor as any man in the South ; 

one of the coolest men in the community, and with a 

head full of level wisdom as well as moral courage, 

admitted as he mixed with the crowds on the streets 

that it would probably take all the combined sense of 

a11 the local authorities to save the city and county 

from eventualities that might be deplored. Even he 

little imagined that, in the end, one of his best and 

bravest friends would be sacrificed in a desperate final 

struggle to preserve the fair name of Birmingham for 

Peace and Order ! 

In the previous chapter it was observed that the 

detective forces of society had been at work by day 

and by night running down ail possible clues and 

inklings, and now awful results of the quest were to 

f o l l o ~in rapid sequence. Rumor had evolved some 

horrors that were not to be realized, but, possibly, 

they were not worse than those that raised their 

hideous heads in very truth but a little later. I t  was 

currently reported on the street that Deputy Sheriff 

Truss and his party, prodding around in the soil near 
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the Hawes cottage, had discovered a soft spot in the 

ground under which were found the butchered bodies 

of Mrs. Hawes and the missing girl child Irene. This 

report proved to be unfounded. Mr. Truss ac-

counted for it by stating that while several of his 

party were searching in the neighborhood of the 

Base Ball Park near Lakeview they came to a place 

not far from the Hawes cottage where a displaced 

plank showed drops of blood. Attached to a splinter 

of the plank was a small piece of ribbon: "l'he 

ground thereabouts had served the purpose of a po- 

tato patch for some time past, but the break in the 

fence had allowed hogs to get into it, and the surface 

of the earth was broken on all parts of the patch. It 

struck us all, at  once, that the opportunity to bury a 

body here so as to avoid discovery was tempting in 

the extreme, and we commenced to investigate. IVe 

punched the earth all over the patch to learn where 

the soft places were, if any existed, and we did find 

one that was most suspiciously soft. I thought that 
it must be a grave. We sent for spades and dug the 

earth away, but found nothing. Nothing had been 
buried there. " 

Another party visited the house recently inhabited 

by the H a w s  family. The report of this reconrmssn?lcc 
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Ground plan of the Hawes cottage [from the Age-Hemldl. 
A-Porch entrance. 
R--Sewing-room.
C-Children's bed-room. 
D-\I idc hall. 
E-Kitchen in which was found the stained oil-cloth. 
F-Parlor 
~ -Xr! i .~~ames 'bed-room. 
!-Small pools of blood. 
"-Blood marks on mall. 
i?-Blood m a r u  on door. 
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THIRTY-SECOND STREET. 

Ground plan of the house in  which Fanny Bryant lived. 
[From the Age-Hmnld.1 

A-Vacant room. 
B-Elisha Gordon's room. 
C-Fanny Bryant's room. 
D-Long covered porch. 
*--There Elisha Gordon stood ~ y h e n  he witnessed the de- 

parture of Hawes and Little Nay. 
*-\FThere H a a e s  and little h ~ a ~ '  Rere standing when the 

latter bid Fanny Bryant good-bye. '1 


I 
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Friday night there was an unusual degree of sleep- 

lessness about town. Quiet citizens who are wont 

to go home and spend their evenings with their fami- 

lies, were to be seen gathered in knots discu,iing the 

all absorbing topic, while large contingents from the 

suburban towns and surrounding mining and manu-

facturing centres were recognized as they began to 

pour into the city by every train. What the detec- 

tives had been doing during the day was quite gener- 

ally known along the crowded streets. Almost 

everybody felt confident that another day would 

bring to light the bodies of Mrs. Halves and Irene, 

or one of them a t  the very least. There seemed to 

be a consensus of opinion uniting all classes that such 

a discovery mould settle the matter, and among hun- 

dreds who were freely expressing extreme 

views around the hotels, saloons and other 

places of general resort, there were sugges-

tions that certain elements of society were 

only waiting for some such finally conclu-

sive development to take the law in their own hands, 

or at any rate, make an attempt of that kind. Gen-

erally speaking the moral atmosphere while placid 

enough on the surface gave indications that again 

caused grave uneasiness among the friends of law and 



order. When Birmingham did finally go to bed that 

night it was to dream of harrowing things to come, 
with next day's Sun. God help the guilty, they 

came with a vengeance ! 
I t  is Saturday morning December 8, 1888, a date 

that will be remembered as long as Birmingham 

and Alabama have any annals, or are remembered or 

spoken of among men. Damning evidence and 

ghastly developments are sweeping along like a prai- 

rie fire and the public temper is rising far and fast 

above a normal or a wholesome heat. 

T o  keep this narrative closely to events in the or- 

der of their occurrence it is necessary to attend to 

the evidence before, the coroner this morning before 

joining the hunt, now in full cry on the hottest sort 

of trail, outside. The  inquest was continued at g 

o'clock a. m. 

C. F. Brown, a locomotive engineer on the Geor- 

gia Pacific Railway, testified that he had known 

Hawes, twelve or thirteen years. Met him at  the 
Georgia Pacific shops on or about the morning of 

November 27, last. Brown and Hawes came up 

town together. The latter said he wanted to see 

Rosser the auctioneer about selling some furniture. 

They went to Rosser's and Hawes made arrange-
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merits with the auctioneer to meet him at  1 

(Hames') house the same afternoon at  4 o'clock. ( 

the way up town witness asked Halves if it was tr 

that he intended to get married ? Hawes replied th 

it was. IVitness then asked him if he had obtainec 

divorce from his first wife. Hawes declared that 

had done so, and that he had obtained the divorce 

Atlanta. Witness asked him how many children 

had and was told that he had three ; asked him if 

intended to keep his children with his new wife a] 

if not where would he leave them. Hawes said 

would not have them with his new wife; he shou 

take the two older children and put them in a cc 

vent at Mobile, and that his brother Jim would ke eP 
the youngest until lie should get straight, and tE at 

then his intended wife would take care of it for hit n. 

He did not say whether it was a boy or a girl. I Vit-

ness did not see Hawes again until last Monday 

Tuesday morning. I t  was at the office of the Gec)r-

gia Pacific master of trains, Mr. W. T. Newma n. 

Hames mas talking with hlr. Newman's son Char1 

IVitness asked Halve4 if he had been to Nobile a 

ie. 

n d 

I 
I 

taken his children to the convent. Hawes said: ' ' I I 

h m e  got t h m  ,ht/t th~m." Witness said he was gla 4 
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end of the car and then moved up to the stove: ;was 

attracted to the child because a t  first he thought 

frcm the hat she had on that it was a little gir4 who 

sold newspapers ; soon after saw that it was nc ~t and 

did not pay any further attention. Being s h o ~  In the 

hat picked up in the lake, witness said it was the 

same kind of a hat worn by the little girl on t l  le car, 

and just like the hat he saw a t  East Lake whc 2n the 

child was taken from the water. H e  could not say 

that the child found in the water was the sa me he 

saw in the car ; thought that the man and litt le girl 

Y theygot off a t  East Lake but was not positive; k n e ~  

went some distance because there were but fe\V pas-

sengers and most of them got off at Avondale. Wit-

ness thought he had seen the man since ; had gone 

up to the jail with Captain Kernan, and, as hl e step- 

pcd in, saw a man standing in the door behir id the 

bars that looked very much like the same man. His 

features were like those of the man and he bf :lieved 

him to be the same. No one called his n2 ime or 

directed witness' attention to  him. There were 

several men standing around and witness pickc :d him 

out of the crowd. 

0. L. IVillis, a rental agent, and agent for tl 1e cot- 

tage occupied by Hawes and his family testifie d that 
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he knew Hawes who had a year's lease on the cot- 

tage up to October st, last, and had lived in it un- 

til recently. Mr. Willis had occasion to visit the 
premises and knew that Hawes had a wife and three 

children ; two girls aged respectively about ten and 

eight, and a little boy about six. Witness went to 

the house one day last September and was met at the 

door by the eldest child, May, who said that her 

mother was very sick, and wanted to see him. Mr. 

Willis entered and found Mrs. Hawes in bed. Her 

face was very much swollen, her eyes black and blue 

and badly blood-shot. She said she wanted witness 

to see her condition so that he would not attach her 

furniture. She said that one of her arms and one 

rib were broken ; that her husband had knocked her 

down, jumped on her and stamped on her. Witness 

asked her why Hawes had done this, and she replied 

that she believed he was trying to get rid of her; that 

she had some property in Atlanta that he wanted to 

dispose of; that she would not consent, and would 
die before she would agree to it, 

The reader has drawn his or her own inferences 

from the narrative of the blood stains in the Hams  

cottage ! Every one who has followed this history to 

the present point will have formed some theory in 
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been an evident attempt to remove these marks. The 

blood on the floor had been partially washed away and 

it was evident that somebody had endeavored to cut 

away the bloody hand with a chisel or some other 

sharp instrument. It is much to be regretted that when 

these tell-tale discoveries were first made, a guard 

was not put over the house. The tampering with 

the silent witness of the gore on the floors and walls 

of the cottage is too suggestive to require comment. 

The only question is ;who did it? That, it is satis- 

factory to state, will be brought out later. 

Toward the middle of the day the trail from the 

cottage was again taken up. A blood stained oar: 

sack and an axe were found near the broken paling, 

and from this point toward the lake it 

was evident to the officers that some heavy 

body had been dragged through the weeds 

to the point where the fence of the park proper 

begins. Two panels of the park fence were 

found displaced, in the direct line of the trail, and 

there were blood stains on them. At  this point, ac-

cording to the report of an Age-Herald reporter, 

who accompanied the party, Mr. J. B. ~arshal l  

made a startling discovery and called the attention of 

the remainder of the party to the condition of the 
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fence about fifty yards from where the exit had l been 

made from the ball park. A large stone had l been 

used in an unsuccessful attempt to batter dou m the 

top plank. The planks of the fence were bespa ttered 

with blood, and the top edges of the two lower 

planks showed the impress of clay from the fket of 

the person or persons who had pulled the g'  hastly 

load across. Crushed weeds and broken brusl 1 now 

clearly indicated the route, straightway to :L gate 

opening upon the road leading to the lake. [t was 

now plain that the trail must lead to the park : gate. 

There was no longer any doubt that the rnur -dered 

wife, and probably little Irene, had been drw e d  
to the lake and there sunk in anything from twc :he  to 

eighteen feet of water. 

The chief actors in this horrible wholesale rriurder 

appear to have entertained a surprising predil ection 

for deep water. All the victims of their fif:ndish 

crime were fished out of lakes sooner or later. 

The place to which the indications plointed 

as the grave of Mrs. Hawes and little Irene, 

is worth a moment's notice. To  the 0utside 

reader it may be interesting to undelrstand 

that Lakeview is to Hirmingliarn what Central Park 

is to New York, or Druid Hill Park to Baltimore. 
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The property of the Elyton Land Company, Lake- 

view has been improved and embellished to a point 

leaving little to be desired. A large artificial lake, 

with a flower-capped island in the centre, is only one 

among a number of attractions. Overlooking the 

water is a handsome hotel, while on the surrounding 

heights are a number of ornate cottages. A casino, 

with refreshment rooms, ball and billiard rooms, 

bowling alleys, and a huge swimming bath, occupies 

a prominent place by the shore. Altogether, Lake- 

view, with its facilities, and with its dummy line going 

all around among the fine residences df the mountain 

into town, is a place notable enough to attract atten- 

tion in any community. . 

I t  mas to such a place that the latest searching 

party believed the murderer and his accomplices had, 

dragged the bodies of their victims. As  to one part 

of their theory they were to be suddenly justified. 

We  have shown how the hot trail led to the park 

fence. I t  led from this directly to the road running 

from the Ball Park to the lake. When the part!' 

reached this road it was met by a messenger going in 

breathless haste toward the city with the information 

that thc 6altEI-nI 6 0 4  of MYS.Richard R. Hnzcftshad 
beenj~~stfishedout of thc lake at Lnk&sv. 
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I 
On Saturday morning Coroner Babbitt authorized 

Detectivr Kernan to drag the lake, and that efficient 

officer, with two assistants, a t  once proceeded to  do 

so, working with nets and hooks until about I I  

o'clock without result. A t  that hour Detective Rob- 

bins came out with a fresh party and joined the 

search. Detective Robbins had learned that Hawes 

had spent a good part of Sunday a t  Lakeview, and 

felt confident that the lake held an important secret 

connected with the case. A t  about half-past 12 the 

Robbins party struck something on the bottom of the 

i 
lake, near the southern end of the little flower island, 

and about twenty yards from the boat house. Haul-

ing on the hook, the body of Mrs. R. R. Halves was 

brought to the surface. The body had been anchored 

by means of a piece of railroad iron, weighin, at least 

fifty pounds. 

111 his report of the find the Age-Herald reporter 

gave a vivid description of the appearance of the body 

such a description in fact that the city was horrified. 

The skin of the woman's face was drawn in wrinkles 

by the action of the water and had been bleached a 

witchly white. Emma Hawes had been a \iroman of 

more than ordinary attraction in her class; but her 
greatest admirer could hardly have recognized the/ 



88 THE HAWES HORROR. 

beauty that used to stir the hearts of the railroad 
men, in the gruesome body dragged from the weeds 

and wasting water. Consistently with the fact that 
this was a domestic tragedy, domestic tools had been 

used all around as it appeared. We  have seen that a 
window stop had been used to beat the wife over the 
head ;we now have the opportunity to observe that 
another home-like facility was used to place the mur- 

dered wife where she would do the most good. The 
railroad iron was hitched by a curtain cord to her 

neck, waist and heels. The woman's skull had 
been crushed by a terrible blow on the back of the 
head. Bystanders who saw the body brought out 
declared that the features of the corpse, rigid as they 
were in death, had preserved a look of freezing terror 
that, if it signified anything, signified the conscious- 

ness of impending murder. If those orbs, stretched 
abnormally open in terror, could have been photo- 
graphed as the rftineof many such have been, and suc- 

cessfully, what a tale they might have told. Lakeview 
is the centre of the most fashionable suburb of 
the city and the greatest and crowning development 
of the case not only brought out the aristocracy of 
the highlands to view the corpse, but afterward sent 
its contingent into town to swell the crowds and in- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

GLOOM-FATUITYTHE GATHERING OF THE AUTHORITIES-
C R O I Y ~ S  A S D  POURISGIXCREAS~SG THE ~ ~ I S E S  I S  TIIEIR 

AND PROOF&fur,~~~rrnEs-~Jr,r ,rsess SPIRITS-PREPARISG 
OF INSOCEST RLOOD-FORTHE SHEDDISC: AND PATRIOTIC 

JUSTBEFORETIIE BATTLE. 

While the reader has been patiently following the 

cdurse of the evidence, and of the efforts of the de- 

tectives, it should be understood that the situation on 

the streets and in every place where it was possible 

for people to congregate was growing more serious. I 
and dangerous every minute. On Saturdays Bir-

mingham always has its population temporarily in- 

creased by accessions from a dozen tributary mining 

and manufacturing towns, the denizens of which i 
come in to the city for their Saturday shopping, i 
marketing, amusement and dissipation. Considering 

the excitement which had preceded the event it was 

very unfortunate that the body of Mrs. Hawes should 

have been brought to light at such a time. The 

miners and laboring people of this district are just as 

good and respectable on the average as the same 

class anywhere else ;but they are very like their pro- 
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Atlanta on Saturday morning, confident under the 

assurances of the civil authorities that no trouble was 

likely to occur under any conceivable circumstances, 

was startled as he sat a t  a dinner party in Georgia's 

metropolis by having a telegram handed him from 

the governor of Alabama, repeating a message which 

the state executive had just received from Major 

G. B. West a t  Birmingham. This message was 

identical with others sent to the Adjutant General, 

and the General of Division, as moon as it was known 

that the body of Mrs. Hawes had been found. It  

stated that the excitement was beyond anything 

that had been seen or expected, and that 

the staff officer who signed it was unable 

to agree with the mayor of the city that his citizen 

guards concentrated at the jail were sufficient to 

guarantee the peace and good order of the city. In 
his report of the operations of the military in connec- 

tion with the riot which followed, Colonel Jones does 

not refer to these dispatches, which, however, are 

understood to have caused the military headquarters 
at Montgomery to  prepare at once for what appeared 

a probable call for most of the effective troops in the 

state. Colonel Jones a t  once wired the governor 

that he should return to Birmingham by the first 
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of the last things the unfortunate young gentleman 

did on the evening of his fatal wound, was to arrange 

with Major West the details of his bringing his battery 

into a safe place, convenient to service if required. 

Within two hours of his being shot, he had stated 

that he had heard from his First Lieutenant, Mr. 

White, who is one of the best artillerists in the state ser- 

vice, and that Mr. White would have everything in 

readiness by 10or I I o'clock if necessary. Captain 
Clarke, the popular commander of the Jefferson Vol- 

unteers was absent from the city, but was telegraphed 

for and arrived early in the evening. The Rifles and 

\ the Guards, respectively commanded by Lieutenant 

Weakley and Captain Wooldridge, were rapidly get- 

ting in shape for service. Although the authorities 

had resolutely declined to call out the military the 

latter were in fact out, a t  their armories, and it is 

1 very fortunate that they were so. 

Even a t  dark it appeared to many citizens that 

trouble might yet be avoided by a show of force and 

determination. One of the counsel for one of the . 
prisoners requested a staff officer to accompany him 

to the mayor to exp!ain to the city executive the ease 

with which the streets could be cleared and a riot 

avoided by a display of bayonets and the picketing of 
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the approaches to the jail. I t  was evident that the 

entire population had opinions which each individual 

expected the mayor of Birmingham to recognize and 
follow. Among the most confident were a number 

of gentlemen who, never having witnessed a first-

class riot in a large city, found it difficult to believe 
that anything of the kind could really occur. I t  was 

very evident that a large majority of the people who 

volunteered their advice to the city executive were 

fully convinced that it would be a deplorable thing to 

allow the citizen troops of the community to appear 

upon the streets in their modest coats of blue. Peo-

ple of this shade of opinion appear to have impressed 

the Mayor with the idea that he would be acting im- 

properly and against the interests of the municipality 

should he consent to a call for troops "except in the 
" last extremity. 

So descended the shades of night on a city whose 

every principal street was crowded with humanity. 

I t  would be wrong to say that the crowds were dis-

orderly, but there was that about them that minded 

cool-headed people to circulate among the congrega- 

tions and to urge the necessity for maintaining law 

and order. A s  in all times of excitement there was 

a good deal of steady drinking. At one time the 
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and back again. So the situation remained until 

about ro o'clock. 

That any assailants of the jail might not reach 

there without due notice to the defenders, guards had 

been stationed at the corners of Third avenue and 

Twenty-first street and Fourth avenue and Twenty- 

first. The entrance to the old wing of the jail was 

barricaded and made as defensible as possible. En-

trance to the new part of the building, the part con- 

taining the prisoners in the Hawes case, could only 

be had by passing up a blind alley that extends from 

Twenty-first street to the rear of the prison. The 

door of the new jail opens on this alley and in front 

of that door is a small stone platform with walls, 

not more than large enough to comfortably hold a 

couple of men. This small platform is likely to live 

in local fame for it was upon it that "little Joe 

Smith," the sheriff, proposed to and did take his sta-

tion in command of the defences. Guards were sta- 

tioned in the alley near its street end, others were 

posted in windows commanding the alley and the 

several fronts of the position, while still others were 

placed upon the roof of the edifice in position to corn- 

mand every approach. Looking over the ground 

after the terrible calamity, it would appear that the 







defensive arrangements were entirely adequate to re- 

pel a coi nsiderable assault, even if that assault had 

been carefully planned, fully organized and intelli- 

gently lel d by trained soldiers. The reader is referred 

to a grou nd plan of the jail published in this book, 

for a bet:ter understanding of its location and ap-

proaches, 

The hi story of the succeeding hours would be in- 

complete without a sketch of one of the leadingactors, 

and for a time the most notable man in Birmingham : 

Joseph j. Smith, Sheriff of Jefferson County, Ala- 

bama, w:1s elected to the office he now fills at the 

regular c:kction last August. Mr. Smith is thirty- 

five year: 5 of age and a native of the county. His 

father, tl. le late Colonel John R. Smith, was killed at 
the head of his regiment before Vicksburg. Sheriff 

Smith was born near Elyton, and spent his earlier 

years on the family plantation, leaving it for thestore 

of his uncle, Dr. Joseph R. Smith, Sr., and, after that 

gentleman's retirement from business, being con-

nected with his brother, T. S. Smith, in mercantile 
Operations until his election to the shrievalty. Sheriff 

Smith has had the reputation of being a man 

of determination, mettle and nerve, and the knowl- 

edge that he possessed these qualifications satisfied 
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all who knew him that should there be any attempt 

to take the prisoners away from him, there would 

certainly be some shooting, and not any at all with 

blank cartridges. I t  is a lamentable reflection that 

there were a great many people in the city on that 

Saturday night who were acquainted neither with the 

sheriff nor with that fact. 

From Mr. Connolly, the park keeper at Lakcview, 

it was learned that on Sunday morning he discovered 

that the boat house had been tampered with, the 

staple which had held the padlock of the boat 
"Estelle" had been drawn and the lock itself taken 

away. One of the many amateur detectives who 

visited the scene claimed that he found several strands 

of long hair tangled in one of the oar locks, presum- 

ably caught when the body was lowered over the side 

of the boat. All the circumstances pointed to the 

haste and terror which must have marked the move- 

ments of the murderer or murderers on Saturday 

night. While two of the searchers, Messrs. Givhan 

and Olmstead, were examining the Halves premises in 

the morning they discovered a lot of bloody clothes 

under the house, beneath a fresh ash heap. These 
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CHAPTER VII .  

ORGANIZING-WII,D AND BADPASSIOSSTIIEATTACK ~ ~ ' O R D S  A T  

TITE G A S1-IOIJSE-TIIE$ 1 0 ~AT TIIE FLOREXCEHOTI?I.-TIIII .  

TO ATERT TERRIBLE3 2 , \ ~ 0 1 tTIISISG T R O U ~ T ~ - - ~ ~  Frsrr,.mrr 

a sn  I<rr,r,rso A s n  W o u s n ~ s cOF C ~ ~ r z ~ s s - S r ~ o o ~ ~ s c ,OF 


CAPT. \ IS  TIIROCICJIORTOS-CII,~RGEOF TI1E ~ O L U S T E E R S -

THEBIR~IISGIIAJI CLEARTROOPS TIIE ~ T R E E T S .  

Frorn S o'clock Saturday night to a time after the 

outbreak and killing in front of the jail what the peo- 

ple did,' and did not, on the streets is difficdt o i  so- 

lution. I t  seems probable that there were very many 

in the various crowds who were only there for the 

sole purpose of begging the rest to preserve order 

and the fair fame of the city. That such citizens 

deemed it necessary to urge tlwir fellow men not to 

violate thc law, would appear much as if there were 

some danger that order might be disturbed ; yet it is 

notable that after the rrnrzite, every man k n o ~ ~to 

haye beeti in the crowd which marched to the jail did 

so for the sole purpose of keeping the others from 

going there. A distinguished officer who visited the 

scene the clay after, remarked that if all these patriotic 
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peacemakers had stayed at home the streets would 

have been deserted. 

This remark was putting in the may of epigram 

something very nearly the truth although not quite 

the truth. As  early as S:30 O ' C I O C I ~  it was reported 

that an ugly mob was in process of formation at the 

gas morlts. The locality is well removed from the 

centre of the city and is yet on one of the principal 

avenues. The ease with which a determined mob 

might form a t  and march from the place named, ap- 

pealed strongly to a number of conservative citizens, 

and at the suggestion of several leading people two 

or three of the gamest and most influential young 

gentlemen of the town started down to see what 

there might be in the rumor, and in case therc was 

anything in it, what might be accomplished in the 

way of preventing mischief. 

Prominent among the citizens who undertook this 
mission was Captain George S. Obear, Jr. I t  nras 

considerably before g o'clock when he reached the 

gas works. H e  found a crowd of I 5 0  or zoo people 
assembled there, without organization or leaders. I t  

was evident that whisky rather than human gore was 
at the bottom of the meeting. IVhile a vast amount 

P l ,  . . .  
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clinking of glasses is punctuating the expressed views 

of orators not generally in that line of business. 

A t  the same time there is the old and permanent 

crowd around the public fountain, constantly grow- 

ing greater and more impatient of the situation. 

The tone of conversation in this locality is not agree- 

able. There is too much talk of timbers and crow-

bars, sledge-hammers, and even dynamite ! Cool 

and gallant Fred Ferguson, who in other days has 

held a whole division of Federals a t  bay with his 

howitzer, mounts the wall of the fountain and warns 

the people not to trouble the jail or the authoritics 

unless they wish to get riddled with bullets. Un-

happily his advice is jeered at, and he goes home dis- 

heartened. Captain Throcltmorton has sent his licu- 

tenant to get the men in readiness for service. For 

himself he is working constantly wit1 h the Mayor and 
Sheriff to induce a better feeling am ong the people. 

Mr. Oscar Underwood, Colonel Gcorj ;e S. Obear, Sr., 
Iand other prominent gentlemen are doing the same. 

Little seems to be accomplished 13y their cfforts. 
Colonel James Hawliins, Rlr. Robert ll'arnocli, p o p -  
lar men among all classes, are ou t on the strccts 
talking with everybody, and beggin: ;their acquaint- 
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a x e s  to stand up for the right. I t  is all to no pur- 

pose. 

At  10 o'clock a courier gallops to the jail and 

reports to tlie officer in charge that the crowd has 

ceased to be quiescent ; that it is advancing and will 

soon be in front ! Then began those strenuous efforts 

that will be long remembered, to avert the calamity 

that, tco late, everybody saw was coming. 

The Mayor, Mr. Warnock, and others breasted the 

crowd from the start, and by argument and exhort- 

ation kept it back so that, although but a few blocks 

distant from tlie jail, the catastrophe did not occur 

for nearly two hours. 

It  has been related that the local military con?- 

panies had been assembling a t  their armories during 

the evening. If t h e  municipal authorities had re-

membered to ring a military alarm on the fire bells 

in the event of trouble, there woyld have been more 

troops to respond to the call of the Sheriff when it 

came at last. When the news of the first movement 

of the crowd was communicated to the jail and the 

armories, Captain Clarke and Mr. Shepard, of the 

Volunteers, made a last appeal to the Sheriff to allow 

the military to secure the approaches to the position, 

but hIr. Smith, perhaps in view of the expressed 
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objection of his colleague to that course, declined to 

take the responsibility. I t  goes without the saying, 

that there was considerable excitement among both 

guards and prisoners in the little fortalice on the cor- 

ner of Twenty-first street and Fourth avenue. Pickets 

were being strengthened ; picked men being told off 

to occupy commanding positions in windows and on 

the roof of the jail buildings. The Mayor made a 

last visit and urged the Sheriff to hold his position at 

any cost. I t  was agreed among the defending party 

that the line of the alley front leading from Twenty- 

first street up to the entrance of the new jail should 

be regarded as the "dead line," beyond which should 

the mob advance after due warning, the firing would 

begin. Now that the whole affair is over, opinions 

differ as to how much notice was given anybody that 

the alley front was to be considered a "dead line." 

I t  would appear however that the most stupid of' 

crowds must consider itself bound to toke ~~noticcthat a 

private blind alley, the sole approach to a building 

which had been threatened with attack for hours 

could not be approached, much less entered, without 

serious results ! Every ex soldier in the crovld, if 

there were any such, must have known this, and as 
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for lthe rest the most ordinary common sense should 

liavc:been sufficient. 

But, while me are considering these things, the 

tho1 sands are moving slowly but steadily along 

Second avenue toward Twenty-first street, and up 

Nineteenth and Twentieth streets to Third &enue, 

thence from those several points toward the jail, 

which, as has been explained is on the corner of 

Twenty-first street and Fourth avenue. A t  every 

step the Mayor, the Sheriff, Mr. Warnock, Captain 

Throcl~morton, Col. Hewitt and a number more, are 

endeavoring to keep the movement back. Every 

argument that can be thought of is being used ! Ap-
peals to local pride, and to love for good govern-
ment are brought to bear. The mob is warned that 

there are forty men in the jail, armed to the teeth 

with IVinchesters and shotguns, who will shoot to 

kill if they are interfered with. I t  is "whistling 

down the nind. " There is a foclish notion, com- 

mon enough among mobs by the may, that the offi- 

cers will not shoot, or if they do shoot that they will 
do so with blank cartridges. The crowd seems to 

believe that the guards in the jail are rather in S F -  
pathy with them than o ther~ise .  There has been a 

great deal too much drinking any Ivay and the mo- 
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tive power of the march, as well as the reason why 

the mob mill not listen to the voice of the city execu- 

tive and his friends, is whisky a good deal more than 

it is intentional lawlessness. But the black mass of 

humanity blocking three of the principal streets of 

the city, moves on steadily, occasionally cheering the 

Mayor as he frantically works to stem the tide and ! 
cheering, geering, chaffing, Captain Throckmorton, 1 

Mr. Warnock and the rest, and sweeping them along 

in the crush. A t  the corner of Second avenue iand Twentieth street Mayor Thompson attempted to 

make head against the torrent ; he was forced along I
and was unable to free himself from the dense crowd 

until it had reached Third avenue. 

Eleven o'clock had come and the ~lidefksof the 

Sherift's posse were face to face with the mob. They 

challenged and fell back, that course appearing to 

have consisted with their orders. By this time the 

Mayor was in the thick of the crowd a t  the corner 

of Third avenue and Twenty-first street. He was 

still urging and entreating the people to keep away 

from the jail and repeatedly warning them that the 

mouth of the alley mas a dead line to cross n'hich 
mould surely involve firing from the guards. As has 

been remarked before, there was a foolish belief' in 



the blank cartridge theory which all the earnest 

efforts of the Mayor and a dozcn leading citizens, who 

stuck to it tr, the end, were insufficient to dissipate. 

As the last 'hour of the day wore along the tc~lsion 

was something awful. The Sheriff's couriers wcrc 

bringing in final rcports that there was no longer any 

doubt of a determination to attack the jail. The 

guards were standing to their guns in breathless ex- 

pectation. A t  the armories the infantry commands 

w r c  under arms, chafing a t  absence of orders to 

clear the streets. Slowly and ponderously the crowds 

were closing in until as the stroke of midnight ap-

proached the gloomy castle of the law was completely 
invested. A s  if by accident, which it probably was, 

a single pistol shot was discharged from the roof of 

the jail. The large residence of Dr. H.  &I.Caldn.cll, 

President of the Elyton Land Company, occupies a 
corner diagonally across from the jail. Dr. Caltl~vcll 

had been home some time when this shot was heard, 

and he lost no time in removing his entire family from 

the front of the house to the remotcst part of tllc 

rear. H e  states that nothing more was heard ex-

cepting the shouts of the mob for the space of fiftcell 

minutes, whcn such a fusilade broke loose that he as 

sell  as many others who were at thc scene be l i c \d  
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Weary with efforts to check the advance of the 

mob Captain Maurice B. Tliroclcmorton had halted 

on the corner of Fourth avenue and T\\,enty-first 

street, just in front of the boarding-house shown on 

the diagram, and directly across the street from thc 

old jail. This was considered a fairly safe point as it 

seems to have been ge1;erally believed that the shoot- 

ing \vould be confined to the line of the blind alley. 

Captain Throclanorton was standing by and talking 

with Mr. Phil Givhan when the volley opened from 

the defences. The very first fire appears to have strucli 

him. He  fell in the armsof Mr. Givhan, exclaimir~g: 

"Oh ! that I should be killed in such an affair as 

this ! " As  soon as the firing had ceased he was car- 

ried into the boarding-house and cared for at once. 

His family physician, Dr. Luckie, was summoned 

immediately and found that the mounded officer had 

bcen shot in the lower part of the stotnach, the ball 

passing entirely through his body. His young wife 

was summoned from Lakeview, where they resided, 

and joined him in half an hour, ministering to his 

wants and soothing his last hours as only a wife can. 

The last consolations of religion were administered by 

the Rev. Mr. Thos. J.  Beard, of whose parish (the 

Church of the Advent) the dying man was a member* 
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Between S and g o'clock on Sunday morning, the soul 

of gallant young Captain Maurice H. Throckmorton 

was reported for duty to the Great Captain of us all. 

As soon as Mr. Givhan had seen his wounded 

friend safely in the boarding-house, he started for 

the jail. In the few minutes that had elapsed since 

the shooting, friends of the dead, dying and wounded 

had picked up the fallen and were conveying them 

rapid!y to surgeon's quarters and to the Charity Hos- 

pital, assisted by the police patrol force and by nu- 

merous volunteers who impressed hacks and what- 

ever could be found on \vheels a t  the hour, for the 

purpose. IVitncssing these efforts to relieve the 

sufferings of the victims, the crowds, which were again 

pressing around the neighborhood in incroased num- 

bers, secincd to be exasperated beyond expression 

over what appeared to many an unnecessary killing 

of citizens. In  an instant Hawes and his murdered 

wife and child were forgotten, and the popular f ~ ~ r y  

was turned against Sheriff Smith, City Alarshal 

Pickard and everybody concerned in the shooting. 
Mr. Givlian found Sheriff Smith in the jail on the 

point of going out to summon the military, but dis-

suaded him in view of the temper of the populace, 

which by this time was indulging in curses and shouts 
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(colored) : Shot through right lung ;COLUERTSMITII 
dicd Sunday. 

Unli1101x1n Negro : Lungs ; died Sund,ly. 

WOUNDED. 

--BERKELEY Shot through both legs ; serious.: 

J o m  H. MERRITT: Shot through calf of left leg. 

KENNEDY Shot through both legs ; serious.~ ~ A T T  : 

J. TV. OTVEN Shot through right thigh; serious. : 

\V. A. BIRD: Shot through right shoulder ; serious. 

R. REICH\VEINRight ankle shattered, also flesh: 

wound. 

LAWRESCE : Shot through shoulder. FITZIIVGH 

CII.\RLESBAILEY: Shot through head ; probably 

fatally. 

A. J. SCHIDE:Shot through left side, below 
shoulder ; likely to die. 

:J. ITT .  MONTGOIIER~Slight wound in left jaw. 

S~IITIII I T ~ X T  (colored) : Shot in back; serious. 

Negro Roy (name unknown) : Shot in right leg. 
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CHAPTER VIII .  

-4 SAD SUNDAY ORDEREDMORNIXG-TROOPS TO BIRIIISGII.\JI-
JONES IS PROCI,.\UATIOSCOLONEI, PLACED COMMAND--HIS 

--MEETISGS CITIZESS-TIIEOF PROMISENT T~oor's I:IVO~.\C 
I S  A FREEZIHG TRAINEDRAIN-ARTILI.ERT UP A S D  IhWN 
TIIE STREETS-CAPTAIN F u ~ I ~ I . - - V I Z I : -TIIROCPMORTON'S 
DICT OF TIIE JURY-HAWE HELD F O R  TIIE ~fUl<I~l<l<OF 

AND PATTIERSONHIS FAMILY-BRYANT HELD-AS ACCICSSO-
RIES-FIXDISGLITTLEIRESE'SBODY. 

When the citizens of Birmingham woke on Sun-

day morning and read the graphic account of thc 

tragedy printed in the Agc-HmzlrJ, it is not too much 

to say that a pall of sadness fell upon the community 

that it took days to lift. The crowds of thc night 

before had hung around town until 3 o'clocli in the 

morning, and it was not more than fairly light ~vhcn 
other crowds assembled. All around the hospitnl, 

on the streets in front of the ~rincipal hotcls, and 

pressing close to the sentries a t  the military linc.;, 
large concourses were gathering. The strccts of 

Rirmingham, full enough of people on ordinary occn- 
sions, fairly teemed this morning with moving lnasqcq 

of humanity. Colonel Jones, commandins the 
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prevailed all classes in the city. The resentment and 
anger manifested by the groups and crowds on the 

streets against the Sheriff and his posse lt7as appalling. 

Most of those whom I then met on the street ,yere 
t 

thirsting for vengeance on the officers, indulging in 

threats, and denouncing the defense of the jail as a 

savage butchery. 

"After talking with persons in these groups for 

some time I made known my orders, and urged them 

not to cause further bloodshed, but to co-opcrate 

with me in preventing it ; and made many person51 

appeals to particular individuals, who seemed to havc 

influence with the cro~vcls, to aid in allaying the ex- 

citement. I mas very often answered that the officer 

~ h ocame tlicrc to aid the Sheriff was not bettcr 

t l~an  the other 'butchers,' and deserved like trcat- 

ment with them. Here and therc men mutterccl 

threats to burn the Sheriffs house. 

\ ' ' Seeing on the streets at this time a fell! pt-omincnt 

citizens whom 1 I;nc~v-men who in ordinary times 

would stand as bultvarlis in defense of law mid order 
-1 appealed to tllem to mingle with the excited 

groups, and counsel and enfosce moderation. I nas  

g,:r;cmlly ansn.crcd by violent denunciation of the 

Sheriff, and so~nctimes advised not to mingle wit11 the I 
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crowds. How many hours longer this tempest of 

passion, fanned into flame by the wild language of 

prominent men in the hearing of excited groups, 

would abstain from further violence could not be 
Iforeseen. " 

* * * * 4: 

"About 10:40 a. m. Company A (Montgomery 
Greys), Captain Jones; Company D (Rloiitgomery 

True Blues), Captain Ribb; Troop A (Montgomery 

Mounted Rifles), Captain Wiley, and Battery A 

(Montgomery Field Artillery), Captain Clisby, with 

one Gatling gun-all under command of Captain 

Clisby, the senior officcr-reported to me. Tlicy 

were about one hundred strong and n e w  immctli-

ately marched to the jail a ~ ! dput in position around 

it. Major Steiner reported with Company C (Grccn- 

\rille Light Guards), Captain I'eaglcr, and 13utlcr Kiflcs, 

Captain Bricken, at I I:;Q o'clocli ; Company 1; 

(\Irnrrior Guards,) Captain Foster, at 6:jo  p. m. ; tile 

Aimiston Rifles, Captain Caldwell, about S o'clock p. 

m. ; with Company H (Lee Light Infantry), Captain 

Dean, and a detachment of men belonging to thc 3lont- 

gomcry companies, under Captain Amcrinc, rcportctl 

about I I p. in. In addition to these were thc local 

companies; Company K (Rirminghain Rifles), Lieu- 
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tenant Rowley ; Company G (Jefferson VoIuntccrs), 

Calltail1 Clarlie ; Company E (Hirmi;lgham Guards), 

Captain Tl'ooldridge ; I?zttery I3 (Birmingham Light 

L2rtillery), 1,ieutcnant Tl'liite, 11ith one t]l~ee.illc~l 
gun and one Gatling gun. All these cornpanics bclong 

to this rcgiinent, with the exception of the IZutlcr 

Rifles, Captain Ericken, nliicli bclongs to thc First 

Regiment, and the Anniston Rifles, Captain Cald- 

well, which bclongs to tlie Third Iicgiinent. Owing 

to the suddenness of tlie call, the companies, with 

the esception of tlie Anniston Iiiflcs and TVnrrior 

Guards, liacl a slim attendance, and tlic aggregate 

sil-cngtl~of tlie entire command was 405, ran].; and 

file. 

"As fast as they arrivcd, the troops were ordcrcd 

to positions previously determined on, and proper 

dispositions were made for guarding the jail and n 

large gun-st01 e, and for affording such potcction n.; 

niiglit be found for tlie electi-ie light, gas and 

~vorlis, and some ps i~a t e  residences, and to t]loroug]ll\. 

patsol the city and adjoining territor)~. Scouts ~ e r c  

sent out, and other arrangements made, to obtain 

prompt information of anything n-IlicIi might occur. 

The situation was srrch that I felt compelled to 



the main body of the cornmand in the immediate 

vicinity of the jail. " 

Colonel Jones continues that the arrival of the 

troops 11ad a reassuring effect upon the community. 

Once or twice it became necessary to disperse 

crowds, but after a strong show of force lirtd been 

made the turbulent clemttnts of the city quieted 

down and caine to the conclusion that Colonel Jol~cs 

and the authorities held the situation safely in hand. 

The troops were without shelter, blankets, and nearly 

without overcoats, ancl suffered considerably in the 

pouring rains of Sunday ancl Sunday night. All these 

discomforts were borne with complctc chccrlulncss by 

officers and men. His Escellency the Governor 

reached the city Monday evening, remaining until 
the following night. 

Imincdiatcly after his arrival Co!onel Jones had 
issued a proclamation warning thc evilly disposed 

that swift punishn~cnt would follow any infraction of f 
the law or the peace. I t  was with the greatest diffi- 
culty that he could get this printed, but he finally 

succeeded, and the effect was at once apparent and 

escellent. A strong proclamation v a s  also put out 

by the Rlagor. In his report the Colonel ackno\v- 

ledges the hearty co-operation of many I?irmingliam 
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a soldierly youth of the Birm lingham Rifles, acted as 

courier and deserves special c,ommendation." 

One more occurrence, and the military episode, as 

far as it can be of interest to the reader, is over. 

Monday afternoon the Cliu rch of the Advent was 

thronged with the relatives and friends of the late 

Rfa~rriceB. Throckmorton, c:aptain of Battery "13," 
Alabama State Artillery, anc 1 postmaster of Birming- 

ham. An  escort, detailed b:y the Colonel command- 

ing, formed in front of the (:liurch, and after the im- 

pressive services of the Anglican communion, 

marched with the co~fcgctc3 the cemetery. When 

all that was mortal of the 1ate husband, friend and 

comrade had been consign< :d to Mother Earth, and 

the last prayer had been said, the three volleys that 

mark the interment of the s,oldier dead, rang out in 

the cold winter air. As  t111 e firing party recovered 

a r m ,  Chief Trumpeter Ccmrtney, of the Sccolld 

Regiment, standing by the side of the grave, came 

to attention, and sounded tli e wierdly plaintive call of 

"Lights out ! " The last 11( mors had be; n paid. 

Thursday morning, the 1, ast of the outside troops 
were withdrawn and Colone 1 Jones and staff departed 
also, leaving the local troop' s on duty in command of 

Captain 13. L. IVyman. 
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The deceased postmaster, whose funeral has been 

described, was still a young man, with more than usual 

promise of a happy, prosperous, successful and use- 
ful life. Born in Louisville, in 1858, Maurice B. 

Throckmorton was a cadet of a distinguished Ken- 

tucky family, closely connected with the history of 

his native State and city. H e  came to Birmingham 
in 1880 as agent of the Southern Express Company. 

In 1882he married a grand-daughter of the late Judge 

Mudd, of Elyton, and soon afterward took the posi- 

tion of ticket agent at  Birmingham for the Louisville 

and Nashville Railroad. H e  resigned this office to, 

enter into private business enterprises a couple of 

years ago. Some time later he was appointed post- 
master by President Cleveland. In the last named 

position he won golden opinions from both the public 

and the Postoffice Department, the Government 

inspectors repeatedly testifying to the perfect and 

thoroughly organized condition in which they invari- 
ably found his office. 

Before returning to the work of the coroner's jury, 

and the persistent search for the body of little Irene, 

it should be remarked that days elapsed after the 
shooting at the jail before the public feeling against 

the Sheriff, Marshal Pickard and their officers calmed 
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player, that when the body of ?,lrs. H a ~ : - ~ s  sllould be 

found it ~ o u l d  be found n-ith a " gash behind tile 

ear. " The prophecy was verified to the letter. The 

second story comes from a Mr. Adams, a young man 

who collected rents for Mr. Willis, agent for the 
Worthington property, of which the I-Ian-es cottage 

is a part. To  an Age-Hrr.nld reporter he is reported 
as saying that he had been going out to the Hawes 

house every week for about two months. The family 
were always behind with their rent, the only co!lec- 

tion he had been able to make being S I  j paid him 

by Mrs. Halves some weeks ago. Il'hen he would 

ask for the rent she would usually tell him that Mr. 

Hames was away on his run and had left her no 

money. For several weeks recently Mrs. Han-es had 

been barefooted and rather poorly clad. Speaking 

of the rent one day she said she had no money to  
buy shoes or clothing. Rlr. Adams several times at- 

tended to errands for her in the city, because she 
said she could not go anywhere barefooted. JTr. 

Adams found her one morning n-ith her arm in a 
sling and a number of bad bruises on her face. She 

told him that her arm was broken. From the neigh- 

bors he learned that the woman had been beaten 

a stick by her hilsband. Several times JIr. Adams 
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noticed that the children were poorly clad, and evi- 

dently badly treated. Mrs. Hawes told him one day 

that her husband often treated her very badly. Mr. 
Adams was out at the cottage a few days before the 
disappearance of Mrs. Hawes, but she said nothing 
t o  him about leaving the city. The Age-Herald says 

*' I t  seems to have been generally known among the 
Jleighbors of the Hawes family that he often whip 

ped his wife cruelly, and they were seldom, if ever, on 
good terms. Two men passing the house one day 

saw Mrs. Hawes run out into the yard with her chil- 
dren and called a neighbor who lived next door. She 

asked him to come and protect her, as her husband 
had threatened to kill her and the children. " 

Sunday morning after the tragedy at the jail, 
Fanny Bryant was reported as having added to her 
various stories about the case, one to the effect that 
she had last seen Mrs. Hawes alive on the Saturday 
evening, supposed to have preceded the murder by a 
few hours; that she had carried home some washing 
to her and talked to her;  that she returned to the 
house on Sunday morning and asked iittle May if her 
mother was in her room. Being answered in the 
affirmative, Fanny declared that she started to go in, 

when May endeavored to prevent her. Fanny 
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opened the door, however, and discovered that Mrs. 

Hawes was not there, but that Hawes was. 

Nothing much of an especially pertinent character 

transpired up to the reassembling of Coroner Bab- 

bitt's jury on Tuesday morning, when the physicians 

who had :examined Mrs. Halves' body were called 

upon. Dr. C. Wilson deposed that he had found two 
scalp wounds on the head and that the brain on one 

side was contused. Neither wound produced frac-

ture  of the skull. Dr. Wilson thought that the 

wound on the left side might produce death, though 

probably not immediately. 

Dr. W. W. Ransom corroborated Dr. Wilson as 

to  the location of the wounds. The wound back of 

t he  ear might produce instant death ; at least it would 

render the victim unconscious in any event. 
Jeff Brown (colored) was examined. He  said he 

had found a trunk on Brown's Hill, about a mile and 

a half from Lakeview ; was out hunting at the time; 

- found it in the woods near the stone quarry ; it was 
standing on end and open ; there were a lot of Papers 

a n d  shoe pegs in it. A pile of ashes, apparently 
fresh, was near the trunk. \ITitness took the trunk 

and  started to town with it. Tuesday evening he 

was warned by another negro that the trunk was 
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George Ros~vell testified to seeing Henry )fartin 

Wit11 all unusual amount of money ill his possession 

on Sunday night. IVitness boarded ~ l~ i t l lHenry 

Martin. On Saturday night Henry had gone out 
early, returning after I I o'clock. The evidellce of 

some other colored witnesses was unimportant. 

On Wednesday, December 12, the coroner's 

jury found a verdict in the case of JIrs. Hanres, 
charging with murder her husband, the prisoner, R. 

R. I-Iawes, as principal, and the mulatto, Fanny 

Bryant, and the negro, Albert Patterson, as accesso- 

ries. In the case of May Halves, the jury found 

that she came to her death on Monday evening, 

December 3, a t  East Lake, a t  the hands of her 

father, and charging R. R. Hawes with the murder. 

The story is rapidly drawing to a close. For three 

days, by permission of Dr. Caldwell, president of the 

Elyton Land Company, the lake at Lal<cview is 

being emptied. By Saturday morning most of 

the bottom was exposed, the exceptions being sev- 

eral large pools over which the search is being still 

prosecuted by Detective Kernan and Deputy Sheriffs 
Truss and Robbins. I t  had been the settled theory 

of these officers from the start that the bodies of 
mother and daughter u-ou;d be found here, and veri- 
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fication in the case of Mrs. Hawes made them all the 

more confident as to the child. So, although they 

had been dragging the lake with seeming thorough- 

ness but without result for days, they were not in the 

least swerved from their original opinion. 

I t  was in the neighborhood of I I o'clock, Saturday 

morning, when Deputy Sheriffs Truss and Robbins 

were in a boat near the centre of a large pool, about 

thirty feet southwest of the island and the same-dis- 

tance west of the spot where the mother's body was 

found. According to the Age-Herald account of the 

discovery, "in striking around in the water, Mr. 

Robbins' hook struck into something, and he pulled 

it to the surface. I t  was the body of the lost baby, 

and the cruel hook of the big-hearted officer had 

caught the fleshy part of the little girl's right lower 

limb. When the gentlemen had drawn hey into the 

boat they found that she had been weighted down to 

the bottom with heavy irons of the same character as 

those which had been attached to the body of her 

mother, and which are known as curve-braces. 

There were two of them attached with ropes in front 

of her chest, and her body had, of course, fallen face 

downward and lay that way on the bottom. , The 

rope had first been tied around the girl's neck, 







brought around to the rear, carried ullder 
shoulders and tied to the weights under the chest. 

When the body had been rowed to the shore and 

placed on the bank, it was inspected by quite a num-

ber of citizens, among them Mr. James Ham-es. As 
soon as the brother of the alleged villain saw the child 

he exclaimed, ' I t  is the body of Irene, Dick Han-es' 

second daughter. ' " 

The scene a t  the lakeside when the dripping 

corpse of the unhappy child was brought ashore is 

graphically told by the Agc-c-Hn.nld representative 

who was present. 

H e  writes: " In front of the pavilion stood a 

crowd of men, women and children. The latter n-ere 

crying as though their hearts would break, and even 

some of the strong men were seen to wipe an ay the 

tears that could not be forced back. In the centre 

of the group lay a little wet something on the ground, 

covered with a sheet, and the people stood around as 

though in awe of the sacred object the white cover- 
ing hid from their view. The reporter stepped for- 

ward, lifted the sheet, and disclosed a pitiable spec- 
tacle. There on the ground lay the lifeless and de- 

caying body of little Irene Hawes-just two weeks 

since the fair-faced, merry-hearted little seven-!-ear- 
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old girl who called Dick Hawes 'papa. ' When 

the kind-hearted ladies and children gazed on the sad 
spectacle, their emotion got so much the better of 
them that a heartrending sob instinctively broke 
from the crowd, and the remains had to be covered 
again for fear some of the frailer spectators would be 
driven into convulsions of grief. 

"After the ladies and children had been removed,. 
the body was again uncovered, and the reporter got 
an opportunity to view it critically. I t  was in a re- 

-markably perfect state of preservation, considering 

that it had remained under water for two weeks, ex- 
cepting a few hours. The features were very natural, 
although the coloring matter had been washed from 
the skin by the water. The flesh of the hands was 
badly drawn and wrinkled, and the skin on the limbs 
of the child was shriveled and cracked. The face 
was remarkably natural, and the resemblance to little 
May Hawes, the older sister, who met a similar fate 
in the waters of East Lake, was very marked. There 

were some slight bruises on the baby's face, very 
similar to those on the face of the other sister, May; 
and the theory was suggested by many that she, too, 
had been chloroformed shortly before her body mas 
thrown into the water. I t  was evident that the child 





found, without loss of time, that thc poor, torturcd 

child had been l d e d  by her father, Richard I<. 
Hawes, and that the Idling was unlawful. 

Halves was seated on his bunk in thc ccll Ghen a 

deputy sheriff, accompanied by a member of the 

press, entered and anno~unced to him that Irene's 

body had been found. IVithout a tremor thc pris- 

oner loolied at his informant steadily, and, in his 

usual deliberate voice said: " Have you a cigar-

et te?" After smoking for a little time in silence, he 

enquired: " 'IVhere was the body found? " Ha~ves 

listened to the details of the discovery, which being 

finished, he walked to the rear of his cell and buried 

his face in his hands. In answer to a question as to 

whcther or not he desired to make any statement, a 

curt " No " was his only answer. 
* :g * * 2: 

The tale is told as far as it is possible to tell it in 

advance of the materialization of new evidence, the 

existence of which is more than suspected, and the 

action of the forces of law. The grand jury will meet 

in January, and a trial may be had some weeks 

thereafter. Halves will be ably defended, his coun- 

sel, Colonel E. T. Taliaferro, being one of the ablest, 

most resourceful and successful lawyers in the 
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